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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

ABC GLANCES AHEAD; NBC LOOKS BACK


-- Julia Stiles returns to literary adaptation in a repeat of the 2013 romantic comedy "The Makeover" (9 p.m. Saturday, Hallmark, TV-PG). As a young actress, she starred in "10 Things I Hate About You," a 1990s update of Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew." "The Makeover" takes a gender-bending look at George Bernard Shaw's "Pygmalion," later turned into the musical "My Fair Lady." 


Stiles is Hannah Higgins, a prim -- even priggish -- congressional candidate trounced by her opponent, a gregarious weatherman who struck voters as a nicer person. Devastated by an electorate intent on choosing vapid over smart, Higgins makes a sly bet with her colleague, Colleen Pickering (Camryn Manheim), insisting that she can turn a random clod -- in this case, the beer delivery guy Elliot Doolittle (David Walton) -- into a candidate for Congress. 


Stiles is quite good in this role, projecting a condescending brittleness reminiscent of Faye Dunaway in "Network" and even "Mommie Dearest." Her ice queen borders on camp, and that's half the fun. "The Makeover" aired in January on ABC. 


-- Lifetime spends Saturday night proving that media trends are no escape from mortification -- or worse. A popular teen's reputation is ruined after rude photos go viral in the 2013 melodrama "Social Nightmare" (8 p.m. Saturday, TV-14). Daryl Hannah co-stars. 


"Killer Reality" (10 p.m. Saturday, TV-14) follows, depicting the slow unraveling of a TV producer's life after the murder of a contestant on a reality TV show. 


-- Encore spends the holiday weekend shaken, not stirred. The network kicks off a Labor Day marathon of James Bond movies, beginning with the first 007 adventure, "Dr. No" (8 p.m. Sunday), from 1962. The world-saving mayhem concludes with "Never Say Never Again" (11:35 p.m. Monday). In addition to this weekend's lineup, Encore will air a Bond movie every night at 8 p.m. throughout the month of September. 


-- A holiday tradition for nearly 50 years, the MDA Labor Day telethon continues on ABC as the "MDA Show of Strength Telethon" (9 p.m. Sunday, TV-PG), but with major changes. This marks the first time that the fundraiser will be broadcast on a single network, and for just two hours. At one time, it aired overnight nationwide on a patchwork of local channels. 


That ad-hoc arrangement gave the charity event its local charm. Don't go looking for Jerry Lewis, either. Fired in 2011 from the telethon he hosted for decades, Lewis hovers over these proceedings like the ghost of some deposed autocrat. He's never mentioned, but can't be ignored or forgotten.


Having dispensed with Lewis and the telethon's jerry-rigged syndication, the charity has become just another slick annual broadcast on ABC. Like the Miss America pageant, it has become a relic from another broadcast era. 


-- ABC returns to another slightly tacky TV tradition, the gushing fall network preview show. Talent from daytime talk show "The Chew" will exult over the network's new lineup on the "ABC Fall Preview Special" (7 p.m. Sunday, TV-14). Look for interviews with stars and clips from forthcoming series, including "Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.," "Lucky 7," "Betrayal," "Once Upon a Time in Wonderland," and such comedies as "Super Fun Night," "Trophy Wife," "Back in the Game" and "The Goldbergs." 


As ABC focuses on its future, NBC offers a two-hour dose of nostalgia. "TV's Funniest of the Funniest: A Paley Center for Media Special" (9 p.m.) counts down the 30 funniest clips culled from 60 years of television comedies. How do contemporary favorites "Modern Family" and "The Big Bang Theory" stack up against hits from 10 years ago, like "Everybody Loves Raymond"? Or 1990s hits, including "Seinfeld" and "Friends"? What about top hits from the 1980s, "Cheers" and "The Cosby Show"? Are the 1970s comedies "All in the Family" and "The Mary Tyler Moore Show" still tops? Or will the favorites reach farther back to the 1960s ("The Carol Burnett Show") or to the dawn of TV comedy ("The Honeymooners" and "I Love Lucy")? Let the countdown begin. 


-- ID uses the Labor Day weekend to launch a new series dedicated to that network's dominant genre: nonfiction true-crime investigations with a focus on women in peril. "Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall" (9 p.m. Sunday, TV-14) will offer weekly tales of violent crimes, family heartache and police investigations. Not every segment will involve a solved case, so "Deadline" will also shine a spotlight on stalled investigations in hopes that cold cases can be revived.


A veteran MSNBC correspondent, Hall is no stranger to the subject. Her older sister became a murder victim in a case that remains officially unsolved.


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Clemson hosts Georgia in college football action (8 p.m., ABC). 


-- Legal squabbles complicate a romantic getaway on "Cedar Cove" (8 p.m., Hallmark, TV-PG). 


-- If two hours of puppies and kittens on "Too Cute!" (8 p.m. and 9 p.m., Animal Planet, TV-PG) aren't enough, there's always YouTube. 


-- The town prepares for its big relocation on "Hell on Wheels" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- On two episodes of "Do No Harm" (NBC, TV-14): a kidnapping (9 p.m.), a bad diagnosis for Jason (10 p.m.).  


-- Peyton Manning hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14), featuring musical guest Carrie Underwood. 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS, r): the Costa Concordia disaster; a teacher's worldwide appeal; Twitter's Jack Dorsey.


-- A luxury car becomes a crime scene on "Unforgettable" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Martha helps a police officer fight charges of racism on "Silk" on "Masterpiece Mystery!" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-14, check local listings). 


-- New plans have deadly consequences on "Breaking Bad" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- Morehouse's marriage has financial repercussions on "Copper" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-MA). 


-- Geddes' family proves distracting on "Low Winter Sun" (10 p.m., AMC, TV-14).


CULT CHOICE 


A naive teen (Teresa Wright) slowly realizes that her beloved uncle (Joseph Cotten) may be a sought-after serial killer in the 1943 thriller "Shadow of a Doubt" (8 p.m., TCM). Director Alfred Hitchcock cited this film as his personal favorite. TCM dedicates every Sunday in September to Hitchcock movies. 


SATURDAY SERIES 


Multilayered temptation on "Mike & Molly" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Two helpings of "Cops" (8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Walden must decide between two women on "Two and a Half Men" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


On two episodes of "48 Hours" (CBS): hidden pictures (9 p.m.), a terrible accident (10 p.m.) ... Death by exotic animal on "Bones" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


SUNDAY SERIES


"Big Brother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... "America's Got Talent" (7 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... Bart is framed on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... A trip to Alabama on "Secret Millionaire" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Car trouble on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG). 


On two episodes of "Family Guy" (Fox, r, TV-14): zero gravity (9 p.m.), Ivy League material (9:30 p.m.) ... Talk radio turns deadly on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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