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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

ADD 'LOVE' TO THE MARILYN MONROE STUDIES DEPARTMENT


-- Fifty-one summers after her death, audiences continue to search for the meaning of Marilyn Monroe. The 2012 documentary "Love, Marilyn" (9 p.m., HBO) assembles an impressive cast of performers, including Elizabeth Banks, Adrien Brody, Ellen Burstyn, Glenn Close, Hope Davis, Viola Davis, Jennifer Ehle, Ben Foster, Paul Giamatti, Jack Huston, Stephen Lang, Janet McTeer, Jeremy Piven, Oliver Platt, David Strathairn, Lili Taylor, Uma Thurman, Marisa Tomei and Evan Rachel Wood, to read passages from her diaries and letters. There is also commentary from friends and associates who knew, or tried to know, the real woman behind the bombshell persona. 


Much of "Love" concerns the actress' strenuous, if occasionally desperate, attempts at self-improvement. As a contract player for 20th Century Fox, she attended far more classes, workshops and training sessions than her self-satisfied peers. And well after achieving super-stardom, she started all over as an actress, attending sessions with acting coach Lee Strasberg, along with dozens of virtually unknown New York theater actors. This, despite the fact that many of her new classmates held the Hollywood blonde in low esteem. 


Her marriages to baseball great Joe DiMaggio and playwright Arthur Miller can also be seen as adventures in validation and reinvention, as can her many relationships with coaches and therapists. 


"Love" more than succeeds at making us think twice about the icon. But then again, people have been contemplating her meaning for decades now. The 1970s and '80s brought dueling Marilyn books from both sides of the debate over feminism. And passages of those books by Norman Mailer and Gloria Steinem are recited here. Since then, the actress has been the subject of a novel by Joyce Carol Oates, she was portrayed by Michelle Williams in the movie "My Week With Marilyn" in 2011, and she became the subject of the Broadway musical within the TV show "Smash." An adaptation of Oates' "Blonde" is in development. 


Much like Elvis and JFK, two other midcentury icons who died young, Marilyn continues to fascinate. But neither man left behind a history of reflection and remorse as tortured and revealing as she did.


-- "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG) ends its season on an upbeat note. "The Revolutionary Optimists" profiles a Bengali activist who rescues children from grinding poverty in India's slums and educates them to work on behalf of their neighbors -- turning garbage dumps into playing fields and bringing fresh water and education to residents long consigned to child labor. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Remaining artists offer their final performances on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG). 


-- Callie's homework assignment hits close to home on "The Fosters" (9 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14). 


-- Plague descends on the town on "Defiance" (9 p.m., Syfy, TV-14).


-- Rusty receives threatening correspondence on "Major Crimes" (9 p.m., TNT, TV-14). 


-- "Burger Land" (9 p.m., Travel, TV-PG) examines the theory that the cheeseburger was invented in Connecticut. 


-- Nick Lachey hosts "The Winner Is ..." (10 p.m., NBC, TV-PG).


-- Residents of an exclusive community suffer peculiar symptoms on "Warehouse 13" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-14).


-- Michelle becomes a person of interest after an assassination attempt on an old client on "King & Maxwell" (10 p.m., TNT, TV-14). 


CULT CHOICE


Brendan Fraser plays a naive man-child, raised in a nuclear bomb shelter by paranoid parents (Sissy Spacek and Christopher Walken), who emerges into a very changed Los Angeles in the 1999 comedy "Blast From the Past" (7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., Fox Movie Channel), starring Alicia Silverstone. 


SERIES NOTES


Shellfish and indifference on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Don't ask, don't tell on "Raising Hope" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... A trip to the Boardwalk on "The Bachelorette" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... "Oh Sit!" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Joyce reconsiders on "Mike & Molly" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Jimmy misses his daughter on "The Goodwin Games" (8:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


The diner gets robbed on "2 Broke Girls" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A lost weekend on "New Girl" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Sebastian's shocking past on "The Carrie Diaries" (9 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Nutrition on "Mike & Molly" (9:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Charlie takes the stand on "Anger Management" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... A dancer's last luau on "Hawaii Five-0" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Moving violations on "Mistresses" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT 


Linda Cardellini is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Sean Hayes is booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Olympia Snowe sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Bill O'Reilly, Greta Gerwig and Quadron appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Billy Crystal and Pitbull on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC).  


Howard Stern and Alyssa Milano visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Carson Kressley and Rachelle Lefevre on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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