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AMC: YOU CAN'T SPELL 'OWNER'S MANUAL' WITHOUT M-A-N


-- Guys. According to accepted wisdom, there are two things men won't do: Ask directions and read the instructions. The silly new reality series "Owner's Manual" (10 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., AMC) hopes to separate the reading men from the impetuous boys as it follows a group of guys undertaking some seriously dangerous work (flying stunt planes, using blasting caps, etc.) with and without the benefit of a cursory glance at the little book that came with all of the lethal equipment. 


Between "Breaking Bad" and its Western-rich Saturday lineup, including the original series "Hell on Wheels," AMC has carved out a niche for masculine-skewing programming. "Manual" may appeal to the audience for shows like "Ax Men" and "Deadliest Catch."  


But AMC's lineup shows the pitfalls of trying to reach the manly man. The network airs the 1994 drama "Pulp Fiction" (7 p.m., TV-14) as a lead-in to "Owner's Manual." Only, as a commercial cable network, AMC has to dub and/or delete the deliriously profane dialogue at the very heart of Quentin Tarantino's movie. 


AMC's advertising reality series "The Pitch" (11 p.m., TV-PG) also returns for a second season. 


-- Don Wildman hosts the season-five premiere of "Mysteries at the Museum" (9 p.m., Travel, TV-PG). One of his treks this season will include a visit to the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum in Grand Rapids, Mich. Among the artifacts on display is the Colt .45 handgun that would-be assassin Lynette "Squeaky" Fromme pointed at the president in 1975. 


That same year, Sara Jane Moore also attempted to shoot President Ford with a handgun. Fromme had been a follower of Charles Manson. Moore had been a figure on the outer fringes of the Patty Hearst kidnapping case and was reported to have been an FBI informant. They remain the only two women among the ranks of failed presidential assassins.  


-- "Pop Innovators" (10 p.m., E!) debuts with a profile of Apple co-founder Steve Jobs. The series will examine personalities who have become leaders in their field and who have changed the cultural landscape. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 


-- The group members perform their guilty pleasures on "Glee" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


-- "Soviet War Scare 1983" (8 p.m., Military) recalls a moment when the U.S. and U.S.S.R. came perilously close to conflict.


-- The Chicago Bears host the San Diego Chargers in NFL Preseason Football (8 p.m., ESPN).


-- A radical priest is found murdered on "Motive" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- Four different retailers provide the product placements on tonight's "Project Runway" (9 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG).


-- Michael fears his cover may be blown on "Burn Notice" (9 p.m., USA, TV-PG).


-- Behind bars on "Anger Management" (9:30 p.m., FX, TV-14).


-- A plane crash victim may have died before landing on "Elementary" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- Jane Lynch hosts "Hollywood Game Night" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-PG). 


-- Kidnappers grab Chris' son on "Rookie Blue" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Dangers abound on "Panic 9-1-1" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14) when a customer tries to break into a sporting goods store's gun rack; when an ice cave collapses; and when an evil client checks into a tanning salon. 


-- The gang brokers a peace treaty on "Graceland" (10 p.m., USA, TV-14).


CULT CHOICE 


A 24-hour marathon of Gregory Peck's movies includes Alfred Hitchcock's 1945 Freudian mystery "Spellbound" (11:15 a.m., TCM), featuring surreal set design by painter Salvador Dali. 


SERIES NOTES


Valentine's Day on "The Big Bang Theory" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Results on "America's Got Talent" (8 p.m., NBC, r, PG) ... Former beauty queens try not to "Wipeout" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Elena's behavior worries Caroline on "The Vampire Diaries" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Alan moves on "Two and a Half Men" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


An eviction on "Big Brother" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Nick Cannon plays on "Hollywood Game Night" (9 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) ... New neighbors and first impressions on "New Girl" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Miles of aisles on "America's Next Top Model" (9 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Mindy meets a pro on "The Mindy Project" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Simon Pegg is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Harrison Ford, Donald Faison and Kurt Braunohler appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Diane Kruger, Dov Davidoff, Fortune Feimster and Thomas Dale are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Richard Brodhead sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Jim Parsons, Barry Sanders and Snoop Lion appear on "Late Show with David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) ... Jay Leno welcomes Sandra Bullock, Bob Saget and Il Volo on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC, r) ... Ashton Kutcher, Melanie Griffith and Big Sean appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC).  


Katie Couric, Freddie Highmore and Justin Timberlake visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Stephen Fry on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS, r).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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