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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

'AMERICAN IDOL' RETURNS; 'CRAZY HEARTS NASHVILLE' DEBUTS


-- Will 13 be a lucky number for this season of "American Idol" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-PG)? The musical competition ran itself into a ditch last year. Judges Mariah Carey and Nicki Minaj shared a mutual contempt that repelled viewers. The Emmys anointed "The Voice" the best musical competition last fall. Last week's "People's Choice Awards" winner was also "The Voice." "Idol" wasn't even listed among the also-rans. 


Aware of their decline, the folks behind "Idol" have rebooted the show for the 13th season. Randy Jackson has moved from judge to "mentor," leaving Ryan Seacrest as the only familiar face from the original "Idol" lineup. And Keith Urban is the only judge from last season to return. Jennifer Lopez, who helped give the show some buzz during its 10th and 11th seasons, also rejoins the panel, joined by perennial nice-guy crooner Harry Connick Jr. 


The jury appears to be lacking a heavy. Who will provide the tough love? The caustic comments? In short, who will play Simon Cowell? 


This year, in addition to competing against each other, "Idol" singers will also be up against another heavily promoted "reality" competition: the Winter Olympics. 


-- "Crazy Hearts: Nashville" (11 p.m., A&E, TV-14) may sound like a singing contest, but it's actually a hybrid soap opera/reality series following performers and their would-be paramours as they seek love and stardom in Music City. 


So-called "country royalty" Lee Holyfield has put her career on hold while nursing her heart, bruised by a recent breakup with singer and honky-tonk heartthrob Leroy Powell. Meanwhile, singer/songwriter and club co-owner Anthony Billups holds a torch for Amy Wilcox, a fetching chanteuse who once opened for Kellie Pickler and comes from a rich family. 


Journalist and Nashville insider Heather Byrd flits between these social orbits and helps the audience understand each overlapping melodrama. 


All of the "real" characters on "Crazy Hearts" appear to be acting out, or rather "re-enacting" their own lives. And because they're singers and not actors, their "performances" are rather stiff. 


For all of its pretenses to glamour, "Crazy" has the feel of one of those cheap documentary police procedurals. Perhaps, with this misfire, the show's makers have stumbled upon a brand-new genre: The romantic forensic, where "experts" perform autopsies on dead relationships! 


"Crazy Hearts" moves to its regular 10 p.m. time slot Thursday night.


-- A gaggle of sitcoms return to the schedule. It's not certain how much they were missed. Tessa and George bond over a dog on "Suburgatory" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). Austin wants another chance on "Melissa & Joey" (8 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14). Ben and Riley get serious on "Baby Daddy" (8:30 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14). Neal wants to propose to Amy but fears her father on "Men at Work" (10 p.m., TBS, TV-14).


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Monroe reaches a crossroads on "Revolution" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Frankie's boss (Jack McBrayer) needs a friend on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- A bomb threat looms on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14). 


-- A suspect's injury brings public scrutiny on "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14).  


-- Claire unravels over a school open house on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).  


-- "NOVA" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) recalls the use of zeppelins to bomb London during World War I. 


-- A sky-high crisis on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-PG).


-- Antonio suspects a gang snatched his son on "Chicago P.D." (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- Juliette's reputation receives another blow on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- An ailing Uncle Si loafs on Phil and Kay's couch on "Duck Dynasty" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-PG).


-- Fiona and Laveau face The Corporation on "American Horror Story: Coven" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA). 


CULT CHOICE 


An earnest law student (Timothy Bottoms) dates the daughter (Lindsay Wagner) of his gruff professor (John Houseman) in the 1973 drama "The Paper Chase" (10:15 p.m., TCM). 


SERIES NOTES


Miley Cyrus cameos on "Two and a Half Men" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Playing favorites on "The Millers" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG).


A flame rekindled on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Stephen worries about his father on "The Tomorrow People" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Fred Armisen guest-stars on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


LATE NIGHT 


Robert Gates is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Damian Lewis and Moon Taxi appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Kevin Hart and The Orwells appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Vanessa Hudgens and Foreigner on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Kenneth Branagh appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Ice Cube and Mark Consuelos visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Tig Notaro and Julie Delpy on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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