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'BANG' GOES THE 'GUY' THEORY


-- As a fan of the ridiculous, I'm fascinated by the Guys Choice Awards (9 p.m., Spike). If only because many assume that real "guys" don't watch award shows.


While it may be less than macho to insist on grammar, shouldn't this be the Guys' Choice Awards? I guess real men don't use apostrophes. 


And just what is a "guy" anyway? Didn't "dude" supersede "guy" some time back? If so, "The Dude" himself, Jeff Bridges, will be on hand at the Guys Choice Awards. Can you win a Best Picture Oscar and still be a "guy"? Ask Ben Affleck when he comes by to pick up his Guy of the Year award. Vince Vaughn, who has been ring-a-ding-dinging ever since "Swingers," will be on hand to receive a Guycon award, which, I presume, means "guy icon." And that sounds kind of lame to me. Just to prove there are only manly men on hand, Emilia Clarke ("Game of Thrones") will accept the Holy Grail of Hot award. 


While clearly a tongue-in-cheek affair, awards like this, and the Spike Network in general, always seem to project a certain desperate overcompensation in the masculinity department. And Spike is hardly alone. From "Deadliest Catch" to "Ice Road Truckers," cable is awash with hyper-macho "real life" characters engaging in dangerous jobs, serious hijinks and other manly man stuff. 


It's worth noting that the most consistently popular comedy on network television is "The Big Bang Theory," a show steeped in geek culture, advanced degrees and jokes about quantum physics. None of the characters on that show would qualify as "Guy of the Year," even if one -- Howard Wolowitz -- did become an astronaut. 


The first season of "Bang" had an audience of just less than 10 million viewers. Its sixth season attracted roughly 20 million. That large and growing viewership may be an indication of mass acceptance and preference for male characters who don't fit into the "guy" stereotype. 


-- "Royal Pains" (9 p.m., USA, TV-PG) returns for a fifth season, with Hank (Mark Feuerstein) almost fully recovered from the bomb blast and the Hamptons fully engaged in the charity-circuit season. 


Filled with pretty people in nice locations, plenty of blue skies, medical crises and occasional criminal mishaps free of overt violence and ghastliness, "Pains" and many of its fellow USA dramedies remain remarkably old-fashioned, engaging fare. Seriously, how different is "Pains" from "Diagnosis Murder"? In some ways, they have only the slightest whiff of urban sophistication to separate them in tone and style from Hallmark Channel romantic comedies. Not that there's anything wrong with that. 


-- On that note, John Stamos joins the cast of "Necessary Roughness" (10 p.m., USA, TV-PG), now entering its third season. How often do ex-spouses kick off new shows in the same week? Rebecca Romijn's series "King & Maxwell" debuted Monday on TNT. 


-- "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) expands to an hour. The fake newscaster will go down a long and winding road with his guest, Paul McCartney, who also performs. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Deadshot takes aim on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14).


-- Luke is less than enchanted by Phil's magic lessons on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


-- Civil War buffs move dirt on "Dig Wars" (10 p.m., Travel, TV-PG). 


-- "Ghost Hunters" (9 p.m., Syfy, TV-PG) haunts a Louisiana rockabilly shrine, the Shreveport Auditorium. Will there be a whole lotta shakin' goin' on? 


-- A small plane crash claims five lives on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG).


-- Cindy's pregnancy takes a bad turn on "Chicago Fire" (10 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14). 


-- Vacation woes on "ABC's The Lookout" (10 p.m.). 


CULT CHOICE 


Lana Turner and Sandra Dee star in the 1959 weepy "Imitation of Life" (8 p.m., TCM). 


SERIES NOTES


Baking cakes on "The American Baking Competition" (8 p.m., CBS) ... "Dateline NBC" (8 p.m.) ... Cooking for firefighters on a two-hour "MasterChef" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Scapegoats on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) ... Jack schools Mason on "Family Tools" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


A time capsule recalls grisly events on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Serious allegations on "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (9 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) ... Organ recipients share the same grim fate on "Supernatural" (9 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... A lesson in persistence on "How To Live With Your Parents (For the Rest of Your Life)" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


LATE NIGHT 


Mavis Staples is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Tom Brokaw and Darlene Love appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Kevin Hart, Trace Adkins and Colbie Caillat on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Chris Christie and Jennette McCurdy visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Valerie Bertinelli and Adam Ray on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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