FROM UNIVERSAL UCLICK

TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

'BELIEVE' UNFOLDS AT BREAKNECK SPEED


-- Believe me, "Believe" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14) is terrible. It starts with neck snapping and goes downhill from there. When did all of the killers in violent thrillers learn to snap people's necks like they were stale potato chips? Can we blame Steven Seagal movies for this? I sure hope so. 


But I digress. 


"Believe" begins with a handsome couple driving a lovely little precocious child in their oh-so-safe SUV. It could be a commercial. Suddenly, there's a threatening vehicle on their tail, and the driver cries "They're on to us!" This is followed by a violent crash and a tumble down an embankment. And if that weren't dreadful enough, a fetching female commando with an English accent descends upon the wreckage just in time to snap two adult necks. The child escapes by the skin of her teeth. What on earth are these scary people after? 


I wish the neck snapping was the worst cliche in "Believe," but, as I said, it's just the beginning. In fact, if you shook up a toy chest of hackneyed ideas for a thriller and tossed them all over a 60-minute script, you'd do no worse than the pilot for "Believe." 


Bo (Johnny Sequoyah), the girl in peril, has super-secret special powers. She's shown in flashbacks doing strange stuff that's straight out of "The Exorcist" and "Carrie." Shadowy, powerful forces will stop at nothing to capture her and harness her abilities for evil. A smaller, no-less-secretive cabal of good guys tries way to shelter her. How do we know they're the good guys? Because their leader (Delroy Lindo) declares, "We're the good guys." 


Their mission includes freeing Tate (Jake McLaughlin), a tough but deep-down nice guy from death row, just to look after Bo. Did I mention that they break Tate out of the joint just seconds before his scheduled execution? 


The forces of evil are under the command of a smooth operator played by Kyle MacLachlan ("Twin Peaks"), who is seen receiving an award from some elite globe-spanning organization in one scene and tucking into a fancy meal on a private jet in another. 


In contrast, the good guys have to hide out in old warehouses filled with pigeons. And that's ideal because in one ludicrous scene, Bo dispatches a villain by using her hyperkinetic powers to arrange a tornado of angry pigeons. Take that, neck-snapper! 


The pilot ends with Bo and Tate on the run, cracking wise and bonding tight. But not before cute-as-a-button Bo helps a wayward doctor find his true mission: saving the life of a street busker, an adorable, faux-bohemian singer destined to bring joy to all who hear her voice! Only a cynic would suggest that she really seems destined to sing the next jingle for McDonald's. And how can you be cynical and enjoy a show called "Believe"? 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- "Dora the Explorer" (7 p.m., Nickelodeon, TV-Y) celebrates "Alice in Wonderland." 


-- National security concerns on "Bones" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14), which returns to Monday nights.


-- "The Bachelor" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14) stumbles to the finish line. 


-- Compromised security on "Intelligence" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Catherine remains sidelined on "Those Who Kill" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14).


-- Seen last night on Fox, "Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey" (10 p.m., National Geographic, TV-PG) repeats.


CULT CHOICE


A politician's (Pierce Brosnan) scribe (Ewan McGregor) uncovers explosive information in the 2010 thriller "The Ghost Writer" (8 p.m., TMC).


SERIES NOTES


Lily vanishes on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... More blind auditions on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG) ... Mom to the rescue on "Star-Crossed" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Ugly gossip on "2 Broke Girls" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


Victoria's new beau on "Mike & Molly" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Ryan studies Joe's past on "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Regrets on "Beauty and the Beast" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Christie reconsiders on "Mom" (9:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT


Paul Taylor is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Kevin Nealon, Ansel Elgort and Warpaint appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Minnie Driver, Jeff Wild, Claire Titelman and Ross Mathews are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... John McCain and Little Mix appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Kristen Bell, Steve Harvey and Demi Lovato on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Andy Samberg, Busy Philipps, Abbi Jacobson and Ilana Glazer visit "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Emily Mortimer, Darrin Rose and The Alternate Routes on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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