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'BITTEN': POINTLESSLY EXPLICIT; 'CHOZEN': JUST HORRIBLE


-- Is the world ready for a sexy female werewolf? And if so, is there another planet we could inhabit? 


Based on the best-selling "Women of the Otherworld" novels by Kelley Armstrong, "Bitten" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-MA) stars Laura Vandervoort ("Smallville") as Elena, a foxy blond photographer who gets a little hairy and lupine from time to time. 


Apparently, she's part of a large family, or pack, of werewolves who convene in Stonehaven, a large and stately mansion. A crisis troubles their secretive order when a rogue werewolf feasts on an unfortunate female human, threatening to reveal the existence of the wolf pack and bring retribution from angry "normals." 


With a plot this obvious and preposterous, you'd think "Bitten" would be perfect for the young adults who read and watch all those "Twilight" and "Hunger Games" installments. But parents might take note of the show's gruesome morbidity and explicit sexuality. 


Call me old-fashioned, but I've always thought horror fantasy worked better when its supernatural elements served as sublimations for sexual desire. It didn't take a genius to figure out what all the swooning and ravishing was about in those old Bela Lugosi movies. The "Twilight" films often operated like prolonged chastity seminars, teasing out the romantic possibilities of not "doing it" for hours and sequels at a time. 


In contrast, "Bitten" opens with a sex scene as joyless and perfunctory as a Jane Fonda workout video. We're also confronted with full-frontal mutilations and scenes of human organs strewn about by wild animals. "Bitten" moves the sex and gore from subtext to center stage, but that doesn't make it worth watching. 


-- Gross and pointless on a whole different scale, the cartoon "Chozen" (10:30 p.m., FX, TV-MA) follows the travails of a minor rapper released from a 10-year prison sentence after being framed by an angry rival. If jokes about prison rape and flatulence tickle your funny bone, and the delusions of a damaged and possibly psychotic character amuse you, then this is the show for you. 


-- An acclaimed illusionist helps people exact revenge on those who have wronged them on the new series "Don't Trust Andrew Mayne" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14). 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- A self-guided bullet works all too well on "Almost Human" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Memories fade on the fourth season debut of "Lost Girl" (8 p.m., Syfy, TV-14). 


-- Senior year brings big changes on "Switched at Birth" (8 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14).


-- Josh can't get out of werewolf mode on the fourth season premiere of "Being Human" (9 p.m., Syfy, TV-14). 


-- Capt. Irving's daughter becomes a target on "Sleepy Hollow" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Rusty testifies against Stroh on the season finale of "Major Crimes" (9 p.m., TNT, TV-14).


-- Callie's departure still reverberates on "The Fosters" (9 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14). 


-- "Brain Games" (9 p.m., National Geographic, TV-G) enters a new season exploring the way the brain works and affects our moods and perception.


-- A deadly bomb ingredient evades detection on "Intelligence" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Internal Affairs suspects a mole on "The Blacklist" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- A new case involves Castle's father (James Brolin) on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- The new series "Duck Quacks Don't Echo" (10 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., National Geographic, TV-PG) puts commonly held assumptions to the test. 


-- "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presents "At Berkeley," a documentary look at a semester at the University of California, directed by Frederick Wiseman. 


CULT CHOICE


Marlon Brando, Jean Simmons and Frank Sinatra star in the 1955 movie adaptation of the stage musical "Guys and Dolls" (10 p.m., TCM).


SERIES NOTES


Marshall gives Barney his best shot on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... A trip to Salt Lake City on "The Bachelor" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... Zoe cramps Wade's style on "Hart of Dixie" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... The cookie crumbles on "2 Broke Girls" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-PG).


Molly puts down her pen to drive a forklift on "Mike & Molly" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Cat nurses Tori to help Vincent on "Beauty and the Beast" (9 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Christy won't ask for help on "Mom" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT 


Roger Ross Williams is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Courteney Cox, John Leguizamo and Jamestown Revival appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Bill Cosby and Sleigh Bells appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Jennifer Lopez, Aaron Eckhart and Dorian Holley on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Kevin Costner and Harry Connick Jr. appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Queen Latifah, Jon Bernthal and London Grammar visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Kevin Bacon and Karla Souza on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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