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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

'BROAD CITY' DEBUTS; WAHLBERG EGOS UNBOUND


-- What if "Girls" tried to be funny? Really funny? "Broad City" (10:30 p.m., Comedy Central, TV-14), the web series turned cable comedy starring creators Abbi Jacobson and Ilana Glazer, covers a lot of the same ground as the overpraised HBO show. Essentially, Jacobson and Glazer absurdly lampoon themselves, playing desperately underemployed 20-somethings who try to maintain a pathetic approximation of a "hip" lifestyle, while contending with low and/or nonpaying jobs and hideously inconsiderate roommates and their insignificant others. 


There's a lot of sublimated anger here. Rage, even. Many of the sketches involve the women's demeaning jobs set against the backdrop of forced corporate cheer and phony, quasi-Buddhist affirmations. Like the web version, "Broad City" proceeds with brief two- or three-minute sketches. This is unlike its companion series "Workaholics," which presents a cartoonish look at "work" in traditional 22-minute episodes. "Workaholics" enters its fourth season tonight (10 p.m., Comedy Central, TV-14). 


So who will like "Broad City"? Take some of the deranged quality of Kristen Schaal's character on "Flight of the Conchords" and add some of Sarah Silverman's brazen audacity, and you're getting close. It also hits at some of the finely observed bohemian silliness of "Portlandia." And speaking of that IFC series (returning for a fourth season on Feb. 27), look for Fred Armisen in a bizarre cameo on tonight's series debut.  


-- There's something natural about comedians Abbi Jacobson and Ilana Glazer moving up the media food chain from the Internet to cable. What doesn't make sense to me is something called "Wahlburgers" (10:30 p.m., A&E, TV-PG), a reality series following the antics of the famous Wahlberg acting family as sibling Paul opens a hamburger franchise. 


You would think Mark, a busy Hollywood star and producer of HBO's "Boardwalk Empire" (among other things), and Donnie, a star of "Blue Bloods" on CBS and producer of "Boston's Finest" on TNT, would have better things to do. Seriously, how much screen time do they need? 


To be generous, you could say they are doing this for their beloved mother, Alma, and their unsung brother. But that doesn't excuse the contrived and boring nature of this series. Paul tells us that each and every burger he sells honors the memory of their father. Sorry, but that's a bit much. And how many celebrity family reality series can we stand? What's next? Bowling with the Baldwins? Baking with the Bacon Brothers? Let's kill this trend right now. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Gene has plans for Willoughby on "Revolution" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Auditions continue in Detroit on "American Idol" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-PG).


-- Arrow enlists Laurel on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14). 


-- "Nature" (8 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presents "Meet the Coywolf," an increasingly familiar creature in some suburbs and even cities. 


-- A runaway receives rough treatment on "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14).  


-- Phil and Claire want to talk to Haley about her future on "Modern Family"  (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- "NOVA" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) recalls the killer typhoon that struck the Philippines. 


-- A car crash investigation yields a familiar face on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


-- Halstead's old associates put him on edge on "Chicago P.D." (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Scarlett's star rises as Juliette's fades on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- Si irks the family by documenting his day with a digital camera on "Duck Dynasty" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-PG).


-- As Fiona continues to fail, the surviving girls show remarkable new powers on "American Horror Story: Coven" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


A sniper (Kiefer Sutherland) threatens to kill a publicist (Colin Farrell) if he ends a call in the 2002 thriller "Phone Booth" (7:35 p.m., Starz). Do people under 25 even know what a phone booth is? Or rather, was? 


SERIES NOTES


Procrastination on "The Crazy Ones" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Car-pooling woes on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... A sobering thought on "Mom" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Empty nesters on "Suburgatory" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-14).


A vigilante haunts Cleveland on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Stephen puts the Ultra team to the test on "The Tomorrow People" (9 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... The old gang resents Kimmie's new romance on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


LATE NIGHT 


Hari Sreenivasan is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Matt LeBlanc, the cast of "Impractical Jokers" and Trombone Shorty appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Gabourey Sidibe, Kerri Kenney-Silver, Natasha Leggero and Bobby Lee are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Charles Duhigg sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Jay Leno welcomes Charlie Sheen, Joy Behar and Neon Trees on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Christina Ricci, Jake Johnson and Danny Brown appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Kevin Nealon and Lupita Nyong'o visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Michelle Monaghan and Michael Irvin on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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