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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

CAN ANDIE MACDOWELL BRING JUSTICE TO 'CEDAR COVE'?


-- Andie MacDowell stars in the Hallmark Channel's first original series "Debbie Macomber's Cedar Cove" (8 p.m. Saturday, TV-G). The weekly series kicks off tonight with a two-hour pilot that does not deviate much from the Hallmark movie formula. 


Cedar Cove is the kind of postcard-perfect place where an esteemed judge like Olivia Lockhart (MacDowell) can bicycle to work in a pastel outfit. There are quaint coffee shops and bookstores and a small-town newspaper run by a bearded and handsome journalist, Jack Griffith (Dylan Neal), with a romantic interest in the pretty gavel-wielder. Speaking of romances, Olivia's daughter, Justine (Sarah Smyth), is caught up with a brash developer, Warren Saget (Brennan Elliott). But we know he's up to no good because he's showy about his wealth. He lives in a modern loftlike dwelling stylistically at odds with Cedar Cove's seaside aesthetic, and worse, he condescends to Justine's liberal arts education and treats her jewelry-making as a mere hobby. It's not giving away too much to say that he becomes the heavy of the piece.


MacDowell spent at least 10 years playing the all-but-unattainable objects of desire in popular romantic comedies and dramas. From "St. Elmo's Fire" to "Sex, Lies and Videotape" and "Groundhog Day" to "Four Weddings and a Funeral," she merely had to show up to get the male lead panting in pursuit. Let's hope "Cedar Cove" gives her a little more to do. Her most recent appearance in an episodic television series was "Jane By Design" on ABC Family. 


-- Evidence in Syracuse resurfaces on "Unforgettable" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). CBS had canceled this series, starring Poppy Montgomery as a detective burdened and blessed with a photographic memory, last year but later decided against it. The second season begins next Sunday. 


-- Fox's Sunday night animation block, home to longtime favorites "The Simpsons" and "Family Guy," invites viewers to sample two new cartoons destined for a late-night block beginning next Saturday, July 27, at 11 p.m. The cartoons will fill the old "MADtv" time slot and vie for the attention of animation buffs who have been watching Cartoon Network's "Adult Swim" for years. 


"Axe Cop" (9:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14) features the voice of Nick Offerman, who plays Ron Swanson on "Parks and Recreation." And that seems to define and dominate the character. Like Ron, the Axe Cop is a gruff alpha male who can barely disguise his contempt for the weirdoes around him. "Axe Cop" is an adventure cartoon where anything can happen and frequently does. The characters travel to other planets, fight dinosaurs, enter the brain of a giant super villain and depart via the grossest egress you can imagine. The accent here is on the strange. 


"High School USA!" (9:45 p.m., Fox, TV-14) hearkens back to the more savage and biting satire of "National Lampoon" in its heyday. It uses safe, "Archie"-like characters at a generic high school to send up politically correct indoctrination programs, like anti-bullying rallies. Fans of comics history and satirical humor might recall that "Archie" was among the first targets of a fledgling magazine called Mad when it launched in the early 1950s. Like "High School," "Starchie" offered a much darker view of sunny Riverdale. 


-- We've all seen softball celebrity interviews. How about pingpong? "Ryan Seacrest With Selena Gomez" (10 p.m. Sunday, E!, TV-14) features the "American Idol" host and the Disney star playing table tennis and even a gentle beanbag toss while Gomez discusses fame at a tender age, her public romances and publicity stumbles. Seacrest considers Gomez not merely an interview subject but also a close "friend." Monday is Gomez's 21st birthday. Consider this special a gift. 


-- Is blood thicker than upholstery? Twin brothers Jonathan and Drew Scott, veterans of HGTV's "Property Brothers," mentor rival teams of home improvement experts on "Brother vs. Brother" (10 p.m. Sunday, HGTV, TV-G). 


-- Thirty-something friends share small talk and girls' nights out away from their fast-paced New York City lifestyles on "City Girls Diaries" (9 p.m. Sunday, Style, TV-14). There's never been a reality series like this before! Ever! Ever! Ever!


-- TLC puts members of religious subcultures on display like zoo animals on new seasons of "Sister Wives" (9 p.m. Sunday, TV-14) and "Breaking Amish: LA" (10 p.m. Sunday, TV-14). 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Floundering on the Faroe Islands on "Zero Hour" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- A rescued feline has issues (8 p.m.) and a glance back at past "stars" (9 p.m.) on "My Cat from Hell" (Animal Planet, TV-PG). A repeat (10 p.m.) follows.


-- Off to Poland on "Crossing Lines" (9 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14).


-- Evidence oozes up on "Bones" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


-- Dwayne Johnson stars in the 2007 football comedy "The Game Plan" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Jason fears that Ian's love interest may suffer from a serious condition on "Do No Harm" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- Sarah Carter and Magda Apanowicz star in "The Toyman Killer" (10 p.m., Lifetime, TV-14). 


-- Kristen Wiig hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14), featuring musical guest Vampire Weekend. 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS, r): using counterinsurgency lessons in American cities; a floating hospital; artists and cowboys share Marfa, Texas. 


-- Peter wants a do-over on "The Good Wife" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- A royal visit ends in homicide on the "Masterpiece Mystery" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presentation of "Endeavour, Series 1." 


-- The search for a smut-peddler ends with a shocker on "The Killing" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- Vogel's list may contain another killer on "Dexter" (9 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA).


-- The family goes all out to get Bridget into the right school on "Ray Donovan" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA). 


-- Maquire wants vengeance on "Copper" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-MA).


-- A tip to an explosive story appears sound on "The Newsroom" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


An aging rancher (John Wayne) hires students to complete a cattle drive after his ranch hands desert him in the 1972 Western "The Cowboys" (6 p.m. Saturday, AMC), directed by Mark Rydell and co-starring Bruce Dern, Colleen Dewhurst and Slim Pickens. This was Robert Carradine's screen debut. 


SATURDAY SERIES 


The Miami round of "American Ninja Warrior" (8 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... Two helpings of "Cops" (8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Two helpings of "48 Hours" (9 p.m. and 10 p.m., CBS).


SUNDAY SERIES


Las Vegas tryouts on "America's Got Talent" (7 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... "Big Brother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Marge attracts a stalker on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... A former MTV VJ crosses paths with a WNBA star on "Celebrity Wife Swap" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Television exposure on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


A local watering hole is threatened on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... The clues keep piling up on "Whodunnit?" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-14). 


Murder in academia on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A crisis in Florence on "Crossing Lines" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14) ... Girls gone wild get violent on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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