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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

CHLOE SEVIGNY STARS IN A&E'S DARK NEW THRILLER


-- Chloe Sevigny ("Boys Don't Cry," "Big Love") often plays characters who are more than they seem and are working some peculiar angle. And the new police drama "Those Who Kill" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14) gives her yet another chance. 


She portrays Catherine Jensen, a recently promoted Pittsburgh homicide detective who shows keen insight and initiative. Her promotion earns Jensen simmering resentment from her fellow officers. She teams up with professor/forensic psychologist Thomas Schaeffer (James D'Arcy), and together they obtain remarkable results. But both have dark secrets that afford them a special understanding of the criminal mind. 


Like "The Killing," this series is based on a Danish television show. Just as "The Wire" familiarized fans with Baltimore's squalid locales, "Those Who Kill" makes the most of Pittsburgh's abandoned industrial architecture. Half of the pilot takes place amid the rubble of former factories and steel mills.


"Those Who Kill" avoids the near-pornographic sadism of "Hannibal" or the casual depravity of "Criminal Minds." As professor Schaeffer warns us early on, it is easy to get lost if you spend too much time inside the minds of such sordid characters. It's best to leave a trail of crumbs, he suggests, to find your way out.


Are Jensen and Schaeffer a new version of Hansel and Gretel? Or the witch? So far, that's not quite clear. And that might tempt viewers to return for more.


"Those Who Kill" offers a companion of sorts to the season premiere of "Bates Motel" (9 p.m., A&E, TV-14), an elaboration on the backstory of Norman and Norma Bates from "Psycho." For the record, the original 1960 Alfred Hitchcock shocker ran well under two hours. 


-- The Military Channel "re-brands" itself today as the "American Heroes Channel." 


To emphasize that new focus, it launches six-part documentary series "Against the Odds" (10 p.m., TV-PG). Each installment uses extensive footage from different battles, ranging from World War II to the invasion and occupation of Iraq. Each documentary profiles surviving veterans, who describe the battles and elaborate on the heroism of the men who survived and those who did not. Rob Lowe narrates.


-- Singles from Charleston, S.C., open up their private lives for public discussion on the new documentary series "Southern Charm" (10 p.m., Bravo, TV-14).


-- Folks hope a three-day jungle adventure will transform their lives on the series "Going Wild" (8 p.m., Nat Geo Wild, TV-PG).


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Blind auditions continue on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG).


-- The past catches up with Kennex on the season finale of "Almost Human" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Ryan's resume haunts him on "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- A virus erases Gabriel's hard drive on "Intelligence" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Red offers a theory explaining a prosecutor's long absence on "The Blacklist" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Deep undercover on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- A satirist launches a facetious campaign against Black History Month in the film "More Than a Month" on "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, check local listings).


-- A Florida fiasco on "Hotel Impossible" (10 p.m., Travel, TV-PG). 


CULT CHOICE


Before starring in "West Side Story" (not to mention "Twin Peaks"), Russ Tamblyn was a 6-inch-tall hero in the 1958 Disney fantasy "Tom Thumb" (8 p.m., TCM).


SERIES NOTES


Robin and Lily bicker on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... The truth comes out on "The Bachelor" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... A major milestone on "Star-Crossed" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Nick surprises Caroline on "2 Broke Girls" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


Sam's funny business on "Mike & Molly" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Cat's big choice on "Beauty and the Beast" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Maternal misgivings on "Mom" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Frisky business on "Mixology" (9:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT 


Seth MacFarlane is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Malin Akerman, Jim Jefferies and James Durbin appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Cameron Diaz, Chris Franjola, Arden Myrin and Loni Love are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Caitlin Flanagan sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central). 


Future Islands appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Tina Fey and Randy Newman on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Gonzo and Fitz & the Tantrums appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Craig Ferguson hosts Meredith Vieira on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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