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DO THE OSCARS MATTER ANYMORE?


-- Ellen DeGeneres hosts The Oscars (8:30 p.m. Sunday, ABC, TV-14). So this year we have a genial, self-deprecating host. Last year, we had Seth MacFarlane, a professional adolescent. For all of his obnoxious self-absorption, he might have been more appropriate to an industry whose most popular films are based on comic books, cartoons and young adult fiction. 


The tone of the Academy Awards show has changed abruptly from year to year, and that perfectly reflects the film industry's loss of confidence, direction and identity. 


Let's face it, the movies still may be the place to go see superhero movies, talking toys or blockbuster sequels, but television has long since eclipsed film as the place where thinking viewers get their entertainment.


It's not just limited to the smartest television. For too many reasons to discuss here, people are just far more excited by television than by the movies. Does the passion among viewers and fans for any of tonight's nominated films equal that expended on "Breaking Bad," "The Walking Dead" or "Game of Thrones"? Does it even come close? 


From December to February, Hollywood suddenly remembers it makes films for grown-ups, and then quickly forgets again. Like Cinderella's coach, even some of the Oscar winners watch their gilded acclaim turn back into the pumpkin of obscurity once spring returns. Has anyone given "The Artist" a second thought since it won the Oscar for best picture in 2012? 


All that said, I fully expect "Gravity" to be the night's big winner. It's a popular film that cries out to be seen on the big screen. And Oscar loves to encourage us to go to the movie theater. 


For the competing films, an Oscar or a nomination amounts to little more than a reminder for us to put them in our Netflix queues. So we can watch them at home -- on television. 


-- A woman with a monstrous deformity is found slain at a London hospital on "Ripper Street" (9 p.m. Saturday, BBC American, TV-MA). Now in its sophomore year, this detective drama, set in the 1890s, will return for a third season. 


-- David Arquette and Gloria Reuben star in the 2014 shocker "Happy Face Killer" (8 p.m. Saturday, Lifetime, TV-14). Arquette plays serial killer Keith Hunter Jesperson, a long-distance truck driver who spent the first half of the 1990s murdering at least eight women. He claimed to have killed more than 100. 


Unhappily divorced and frustrated at being rejected by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Jesperson taunted police, the press and victims' families by penning elaborate confessions and signing each note with a smiley face.


-- While seemingly original and new, "World's Oddest Animal Couples" (9 p.m. Saturday, Animal Planet, TV-PG) sure feels familiar. And does it really matter? 


-- On a related note, "Shear Madness" (10 p.m. Saturday, Nat Geo Wild, TV-PG) follows the dawn to dusk work of a curvaceous sheep farmer who makes a bundle in the wool business with the help of her husband and her faithful border collie. 


-- Patton Oswalt, whose credits range from mainstream ("King of Queens") to challenging ("Big Fan"), hosts the 2014 Film Independent Spirit Awards (10 p.m., IFC). Perhaps he can explain where Hollywood ends and the "independent" film world begins. 


-- We all know the History Channel died the minute it turned itself into the Alien Channel. Now in the process of transforming into something called the "American Heroes Channel," the Military Channel frequently broadcasts curious fare like "The Bible's Greatest Secrets." And, yes, the channel once known as The Learning Channel is home to "Here Comes Honey Boo Boo." 


But I always figured the Science Channel would stick to science. Alas, that network has programmed a solid week that asks, "Are We Alone?" It's "dedicated to satisfying viewers' appetite for aliens."


Yes, it's come to this. On "NASA's Unexplained Files" (10 p.m. Sunday, TV-PG), we're shown elaborate re-enactments of people who claim to have seen alien spacecraft or have been affected by interstellar visitors. First up: a farm boy who claims to have seen a "mushroom-shaped" craft hovering over the pastures. Its bright light would blind his dog and the powdery substance left behind by the craft would glow for years to come.


Such tales are presented in a matter-of-fact manner. Any contradictory evidence or attempts to debunk such highly subjective reports are kept to a minimum. That would only inject a spirit of "science" into these entertaining tales of the credulous.


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Self-important Ivy Leaguers talk endlessly in the 2010 drama "The Social Network" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14). Not unlike every single thing Aaron Sorkin has ever written. 


-- The Chicago Blackhawks host the Pittsburgh Penguins in NHL action (8 p.m., NBC). 


-- Dominic Cooper, Lily Allen and Miriam Margolyes appear on "The Graham Norton Show" (10:15 p.m., BBC America, TV-14).


-- Jim Parsons hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, TV-14), featuring musical guest Beck.


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS, r): Whitey Bulger's life on the lam; neo-Nazi violence on the border with Mexico; a con man who pilfered historic documents.


-- Grim evidence inspires a truce between Hart and Cohle on "True Detective" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- Alicia receives a contested windfall on "The Good Wife" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- Hannah visits her ailing grandmother on "Girls" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


Vincent Price, Frankie Avalon, Susan Hart and Dwayne Hickman star in the 1965 spy spoof "Dr. Goldfoot and the Bikini Machine" (8 p.m. Saturday, Antenna).


SATURDAY SERIES 


Charlie's daughter wants answers on "Two and a Half Men" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A cyber soldier rampages on "Almost Human" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... A posh client beckons on "The Crazy Ones" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Reese is abducted on "Person of Interest" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Ryan and Max need FBI help on "The Following" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


"48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS) ... A lack of privacy on "The Goldbergs" (10:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


SUNDAY SERIES


"Dateline NBC" (7 p.m.) ... Homer pirates movies on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Visiting China on "The Amazing Race" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Bad hygiene on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


Facing Red John on "The Mentalist" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A repeat of the season premiere of "The Voice" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-PG) ... Foreign travel on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Split personalities on "American Dad!" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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