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EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE DAVE CLARK FIVE


-- Proof that every single aspect of baby boomer nostalgia and ephemera will be exhaustively explored and exploited can be found on "The Dave Clark Five and Beyond -- Glad All Over, A Great Performances Special" (8 p.m., PBS, check local listings). 


The Dave Clark Five arrived scant weeks after the Beatles played "Ed Sullivan" in February 1964. And over the course of the next few years, the North London-based band would have a series of chart-topping hits ("Bits and Pieces," "Catch Us If You Can," "Over and Over," "Having a Wild Weekend" and "Glad All Over"). 


Musicians including Bruce Springsteen, Stevie Wonder, Sharon and Ozzy Osbourne, Gene Simmons, Dionne Warwick and Paul McCartney discuss the band's sound and influence. Springsteen's E Street Band mates Steve Van Zandt and Max Weinberg also chime in with their appreciation. 


It's hard not to listen to one of the band's hits, "Anyway You Want it," and not hear its influence on the fast, furious and frantic sound that would later be called punk. But "Anyway" blasts its way though two minutes and 27 seconds. This documentary lasts two solid hours. 


Clips arrive repeatedly. We're repeatedly told that the band appeared on "The Ed Sullivan Show" 18 times. But nobody explains how, for all of that exposure, so few of us can recall the names of the other Dave Clark four. 


The most amusing aspects of "Glad" are the interview clips of Gene Simmons. Wearing full KISS makeup and dressed in some kind of gladiatorial armor, Simmons discusses music, culture and history with the solemnity of a slightly pretentious insurance agent. He's hilariously absurd, and he knows it. 


Simmons' appearance and this belabored "Great Performances" special remind us that 2014 heralds not only the 50th anniversary of the 1964 British Invasion, but also the 30th anniversary of the March 2, 1984, debut of the mock rockumentary "This Is Spinal Tap." It's difficult to watch rock films made since, without noticing the genre's propensity for pompous self-regard and strenuous self-parody. 


In many ways, rock 'n' roll, the soundtrack of one generation's youth, has become a bit of a joke for those that followed. As another British band once sang, "What a drag it is getting old ..."


-- "Secret Lives of Stepford Wives" (10 p.m., Investigation Discovery) explores the lifestyles of ruthless conformists who go to desperate lengths to present a flawless facade. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 


-- Poker nights on "About a Boy" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-PG).


-- Danger behind the wheel on "Growing Up Fisher" (9:30 p.m., NBC, TV-PG).


-- An influential lawyer stands accused on "Person of Interest" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- Addiction strikes on "Chicago Fire" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- Bellamy tries to protect Jacob on "Resurrection" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14). "Mind Games" has been canceled. 


-- "Frontline" (10 p.m., PBS, r, check local listings) looks inside North Korea.


-- Raylan targets Art's would-be assassin on the season finale of "Justified" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA). 


CULT CHOICE 


-- A housewife (Gena Rowlands) mentally unravels in the 1974 drama "A Woman Under the Influence" (1:45 a.m., TCM), directed by Rowland's husband, John Cassavetes. 


SERIES NOTES


Delilah needs help on "NCIS" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... "The Voice" (8 p.m. NBC) ... Rachel prepares for "Funny Girl" as Kurt faces bias attacks on "Glee" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Coulson is cornered on "Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D." (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Klaus flashes back to 1919 on "The Originals" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14). 


Trouble follows a Marine home from Iraq on "NCIS: Los Angeles" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Mindy and Danny shift gears on "The Mindy Project" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Adam blows out the candles on "The Goldbergs" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... A search for a seaweed cure on "The 100" (9 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Kate admires Olivia from "Scandal" on "Trophy Wife" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


LATE NIGHT 


Denis Leary is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Anthony Mackie, Kumail Nanjiani and Bad Suns appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Jane Goodall sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Rob Lowe, Brooklyn Decker and London Grammar appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Anne Hathaway, Marlon Wayans and Yusuf Islam on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Tracy Morgan, Kate Mara and Birds of Tokyo appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 



Kristen Wiig, Colin Hanks and Mario Batali visit "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Jon Hamm and Pam Dawber on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).



(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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