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Iris Apfel: White hair, red lips, big style
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There aren't enough 90-year-old style icons for obvious reasons, but that doesn't seem to give Iris Apfel pause. At a time when so many women (and men) are presumed to be the antithesis of stylishness, she's deftly defying the norm.

Her latest venture, a limited-edition cosmetics line for M.A.C Cosmetics debuts just 10 days after a M.A.C collection by the vivacious fashion muse Daphne Guinness, who also is known for sporting a shock of white hair but is half Apfel's age.

There was a time when even Guinness at 44 years of age would have been considered too old to be relevant in fashion.

The fact that Apfel is still making a splash is a testament to the fact that she's bold enough to keep showing up and flaunting an over-the-top style with absolute ease and confidence.

She's eccentric to be sure, but more than anything her appeal is that she still dresses like she enjoys getting dressed in the morning and enjoys being seen rather than roaming the streets in a predictable older lady's uniform.

Apfel has designed a line of jewelry for the Home Shopping Network that is named after a 2005 exhibit dedicated to her at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. The exhibit was entitled and her jewelry line are called Rara Avis, meaning rare bird. The exhibit's subtitle was "The Irreverent Iris Apfel."

Now her style is being validated not by a museum with a mature audience or a shopping channel known for attracting a faithful older customer, but by the uber-hip and fashion-forward M.A.C Cosmetics line.

The nonagenarian joins Ricky Martin and Nicki Minaj, who are both featured in current campaigns for M.A.C and she's in the company of Lady Gaga, who was twice enticed to be a spokesperson for M.A.C's Viva Glam charitable campaign.

Apfel has been in the media spotlight quite a bit lately. She is the subject of an Albert Maysles documentary and made a cameo appearance in "Bill Cunningham New York," a documentary about the legendary and exceeding quirky photographer for the New York Times.

She's often called "spry" because it seems synonymous with any senior citizen who refuses to fade into nonexistence. But a better word might be undaunted.

The 90-year-old fashionista still sits front row at fashion shows and is often photographed on the street for the popular Advance Style blog.

Apfel is known for her eccentric style, but she had a long and prosperous career as an interior and textiles designer for residences as staid and prestigious as the White House (she worked on restoration projects there under nine presidents).

Apfel's M.A.C collection includes many of her signature items: red lipstick, bright eyeshadows and nail polishes, as well as a brow pencil, mascara and beauty powder.

The collection will debuts Thursday.
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