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'MOTIVE' OFFERS A NEW APPROACH TO MURDER MYSTERIES

-- Forget the "who," as in whodunit; the new series "Motive" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14) explores the "why." It plays interesting, if distracting, games with storytelling along the way. In every episode of "Motive," we meet the killer and the victim in the opening scene. Then the murder investigation proceeds, accompanied by plenty of flashbacks to the grim deed as well as the hours and moments leading up to the murder. It makes for some riveting drama when it's not confusing. 


The narrative tricks also distract us from the so-so character development of hard-nosed detective Angie Flynn (Kristin Lehman) and her cranky partner, Oscar Vega (Louis Ferreira). She's a single mother with a rumpled life. How rumpled? She sort of resembles Courtney Love. Vega just seems to be around to cast doubt on her intuitions.


This Canadian import makes the most of the brooding gray light of Vancouver, British Columbia. After all, that's where "The X-Files" was filmed during its first five seasons. 


-- "Motive" joins ABC's "Rookie Blue" (returning Thursday), another Canadian series that makes for dependable summer programming. Summer also brings us network series that didn't make the cut. 


And sometimes it's obvious why a show didn't make it, like on "The Goodwin Games" (8:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14). Three siblings, each self-absorbed in different ways, are dragged back to the family house after their recently deceased father (Beau Bridges) offers his huge inheritance to whomever wins his series of contests. The contrived arrangement is a flashback to old sitcoms, and the attempt at wacky family dysfunction strives for the manic humor of "Arrested Development" but misses by several miles.


-- "American Masters" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG) presents "Mel Brooks: Make A Noise," a profile of a writer, director and actor who has been a force in American comedy since his role as a writer on Sid Caesar's "Your Show of Shows" back in the early 1950s. It recalls his famous comedy albums, including "The 2000 Year Old Man," and films from "The Producers" to "Spaceballs," and his 2001 conquest of Broadway with the musical version of "The Producers."

TONIGHT'S NETWORK SEASON FINALES


-- Brenda has labor pains on "Rules of Engagement" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-PG). After seven seasons of moving this comedy all over its schedule, CBS canceled it last week. 


-- Mike plays Cupid on "Mike & Molly" (9:30 CBS, TV-14). This series has been renewed, but is scheduled to return midseason. 


-- Kono becomes a murder suspect on "Hawaii Five-0" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14). While renewed, this series will move to the older-skewing Friday lineup -- not entirely inappropriate for a remake of a show from the 1960s. 


TONIGHT'S CABLE SEASON FINALES


-- A fateful dance on "Bates Motel" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14). 


-- The town's passions boil over on "Rectify" (10 p.m., Sundance, TV-14).


-- The Laura Linney cancer comedy-drama "The Big C: Hereafter" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA) concludes.


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- An expert dispenses relationship advice on "Girl, Get Your Mind Right!" (6 p.m., MTV).


-- Top 10 performances on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG). 


-- Ben comes clean on "The Secret Life of the American Teenager" (8 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14). 


-- Nolan's past resurfaces on "Defiance" (9 p.m., Syfy, TV-14). 


-- "First Ladies: Influence & Image" (9 p.m., C-SPAN) profiles Lucretia Garfield and Mary Arthur McElroy. 


-- Nora's captors believe she's dead on "Revolution" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Joel Grey guest-stars on "Warehouse 13" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-14).

CULT CHOICE


A Seattle exposition offers Elvis Presley a chance to sing in the 1963 musical "It Happened at the World's Fair" (8 p.m., Encore). 


SERIES NOTES


Performance anxiety on "2 Broke Girls" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A graveside encounter on "Raising Hope" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... "Dancing With the Stars" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Two episodes of "Oh Sit!" (8 p.m. and 9 p.m., CW, TV-PG).


Halloween on "The Big Bang Theory"(9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG) ... Couples retreat on "New Girl" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... A professional trade on "The Mindy Project" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Ellen Page is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Sarah Chalke and the Black Angels appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS).


Will Smith and the National appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Bradley Cooper, Heidi Klum, The-Dream and Kelly Rowland on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Colin Farrell, Jaden Smith and Ahmir visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Heather Graham and David Benioff on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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