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'NASHVILLE' STILL LOOKING FOR AUDIENCE IT DESERVES


-- Now in its second season, the critically acclaimed melodrama "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) remains as addictive as ever.


Like "Friday Night Lights," Connie Britton's earlier series, "Nashville" has everything going for it, except a large audience. 


"Nashville" avoids the cliches of basic cable's condescending hillbilly glut (see "Duck Dynasty" below) and shows that power struggles and romantic entanglements in Tennessee can be just as complex and contentious as those in New York, Washington or Hollywood. 


I also admire how the show explores the extraordinarily elastic definition of so-called "country" music. Many of the tunes composed by Gunnar (Sam Palladio) and Avery (Jonathan Jackson) sure sound like pop to me. We're reminded that in this age of lip-syncing, auto-tuning, sampling and all-around digital fakery, Nashville remains one of the last bastions of guitar-based, harmony-rich popular music. And many of the show's best numbers are performed in a small club, at church or on a living room couch -- far from studio gimmickry. 


Who couldn't love how Juliette (Hayden Panettiere) considers her tween-idol status to be a musical and spiritual prison -- one she can't wait to escape. The show also exudes disdain for the manufactured pop of "American Idol" and its many imitators, having introduced a new character, Layla (Aubrey Peeples), a Juliette-wannabe heavily promoted by Jeff (Oliver Hudson), the label's soulless new executive. 


You don't really need to love country music to appreciate "Nashville." But you may find yourself humming a few numbers after you tune in. 


-- Appearing tonight in repeat marathon fashion, "Duck Dynasty" (7 p.m. to 4 a.m., A&E, TV-PG) may no longer be the most popular show on television, as it was last summer. But it has to be the most thoroughly franchised. It's difficult to go to the store and not confront items emblazoned with the boys' hairy faces. 


"Duck Dynasty" now has its own mobile game app, "Duck Dynasty: Battle of the Beards," for iPhone or iPad. Players begin with a shaven Robertson avatar and are asked to complete a number of chores appropriate to their bayou milieu. With each completed task, the beard grows longer. 


-- "Unsung" (8 p.m., TV One) begins a new season of profiling musical acts that have fallen from fame. First up: Heavy D & the Boyz. Look for installments on Lisa Lisa & Cult Jam (Nov. 6), Geto Boys (Nov. 13), The Delfonics (Nov. 20) and CeCe Peniston (Nov. 27).


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Doubts about Monroe emerge on "Revolution" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- If required, Boston hosts St. Louis in Game 6 of the World Series (8 p.m., Fox). Otherwise, expect a repeat of "The X Factor" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Oliver encounters the Canary on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14).


-- On two episodes of "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (TV-14): indecent exposure (9 p.m., r), Benson hedges (10 p.m.). 


-- David Pogue hosts a "NOVA" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) special on "Making Stuff Colder," technology that can help trauma patients, enable quantum computers and conceivably cool a warming planet. 


-- A gambling spree ends in death on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- "Raw to Ready" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-G, check local listings) looks at the "ingredients" that compose an 18-wheeler. 


-- Fiona sparks a rift with Marie on "American Horror Story: Coven" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA). 


CULT CHOICE 


A troubled husband (Burt Lancaster) crosses a suburb, one backyard pool at a time, in the 1968 fantasy "The Swimmer" (10 p.m., TCM), based on a short story by John Cheever.


SERIES NOTES


A campfire eviction on "Survivor" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Sue holds a seance on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Halloween lessons on "Back in the Game" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


A killer seems inspired by the Salem witch trials on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Claire takes Halloween to extremes on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) ... Ultra's most wanted returns on "The Tomorrow People" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Kimmie has a moment of clarity on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


LATE NIGHT 


Diane Ravitch is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Johnny Knoxville, Casey Wilson and Queens of the Stone Age appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Kate Bosworth, Michael Polish, John Caparulo, Jen Kirkman and Greg Proops are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Penn Jillette appears on "Totally Biased With W. Kamau Bell" (11 p.m., FXX) ... Jack Andraka sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central). 


Will Arnett and the Avett Brothers appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Kim Kardashian, Abigail Breslin and Two Door Cinema Club on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Ben Kingsley, Rob Delaney and No No No appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Aziz Ansari, Minka Kelly and the Weekend visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Drew Carey and Pamela Silva on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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