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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

NBC HOPES LIVE MUSICAL HAS THE SOUND OF RATINGS


Has NBC found the future in television's past? Tonight the Peacock Network offers a three-hour presentation of the beloved Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein musical with "The Sound of Music Live!" (8 p.m., TV-PG). Country music star and "American Idol" alumna Carrie Underwood stars as novitiate-turned-governess Maria, and Stephen Moyer ("True Blood") has been cast as Capt. Von Trapp. 


The original 1965 big-screen musical with Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer consistently attracts a large audience when rebroadcast on ABC. Much like "The Wizard of Oz," "The Ten Commandments," "A Christmas Story" and "It's a Wonderful Life," "The Sound of Music" has become a pop cultural phenomenon through repeated and habitual television airings. NBC has high hopes that tonight's live interpretation becomes a television tradition as well. 


Live television was a staple of TV's early years, before broadcasts were captured on Kinescope and then videotape. Over the decades, live presentations of musicals, including "Peter Pan" (1955) and "Cinderella" (1957, 1965 and 1997), reached large audiences and became enduring television favorites when rebroadcast. 


As we all know, television ratings have steadily plummeted due to the proliferation of cable networks and viewer choices. And TiVos, DVRs and streaming services have allowed audiences to watch whatever they like whenever they want. 


Given all the choices that time shifting and streaming allows, the notion of a live broadcast with all of its high-wire aspects stands out. Of course, actors in theaters perform live every time they tread the boards. And sporting events are also broadcast as they happen, losing their appeal in repeats. Perhaps that's why live NFL games still deliver solid ratings.  


I wouldn't be terribly surprised if NBC's most-watched prime-time shows this week are "Sunday Night Football," "The Sound of Music Live!" and the eliminations round of "The Voice." All are live broadcasts. 


-- As the glee club holds auditions for a Christmas pageant, graduates work as mall elves on a holiday-themed episode of "Glee" (9 p.m. Fox, TV-14) that was postponed from last season. 


-- Four amateur chefs compete to please discerning guests at a dinner party on the new reality series "Come Dine With Me" (10 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG).


 TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- "Bubble Guppies" (7 p.m. Nickelodeon, TV-Y) channels "The Lord of the Rings."


-- A contestant goes home on "The X Factor" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


-- Too much family togetherness for April on "Grey's Anatomy" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-14).


-- Contestants design a dinner outfit for Marge Simpson on "Project Runway All Stars" (9 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG).


-- Pierre vows to protect Camille as a power outage descends on the town on "The Returned" (9 p.m., Sundance, TV-MA).


-- Peter collaborates with his ex on "White Collar" (9 p.m., USA, TV-PG).


-- Sherlock defends his life and reputation on the witness stand on "Elementary" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Revealed secrets test long-standing relationships on "Scandal" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14).


CULT CHOICE 


Escaped prisoners and sworn enemies (Tony Curtis and Sidney Poitier) evade capture while shackled to each other in the 1958 drama "The Defiant Ones" (8 p.m., TCM). 


SERIES NOTES


Sheldon's shame issues surface on "The Big Bang Theory" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Alice learns that her father is in Wonderland on "Once Upon a Time in Wonderland" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Stefan's emotions rise to the surface on "The Vampire Diaries" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Playing favorites on "The Millers" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-PG). 


A wealthy client sparks competition on "The Crazy Ones" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... A siege forces Francis and Mary to bond on "Reign" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Accidents will happen on "Two and a Half Men" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Jorge Ramos visits "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Jim Parsons, Steve Coogan and Daniel Sloss appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Casey Affleck, Ian Karmel, Jamie Lee and Dov Davidoff are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Alan Mulally sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Mike E. Winfield is booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (syndicated, check local listings).


Jennifer Lawrence and Taraji P. Henson appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) ... Jay Leno welcomes Hugh Jackman, Aisha Tyler and OneRepublic on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC, r) ... Jason Schwartzman, Guillermo Diaz and Jake Owen appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Ice-T, a Sony PlayStation4 video game demonstration and Thomas Rhett visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC, r) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Anjelica Huston and Jackie Guerrido on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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