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News Item:

Three ‘Avatar’ Sequels in the Works

By ANGELA DAWSON

Front Row Features

HOLLYWOOD—Academy Award-winning filmmaker James Cameron has announced that he will bring out three more sequels to the hit fantasy adventure “Avatar.” Previously, two sequels were planned.

To help bring his growing “Avatar” universe to life and to expedite the process, Cameron has hired screenwriters Josh Friedman (“War of the Worlds)”, Rick Jaffa & Amanda Silver (“Rise of the Planets of the Apes”), and Shane Salerno (“Savages,” “Salinger”) to collaborate with him on the screenplays.

The three pictures will be filmed simultaneously with production beginning next year. The release of the first sequel will be in December 2016, with the second to follow in December 2017, and the third a year later.”Avatar 2,” “Avatar 3,” and “Avatar 4″ will be produced by Cameron and Jon Landau through their Lightstorm Entertainment banner. Like the original film, Lightstorm will work with Joe Letteri and his team at WETA Digital to realize the worlds of the sequels.

Said Cameron in statement, “Building upon the world we created with ‘Avatar’ has been a rare and incredibly rewarding experience. In writing the new films, I’ve come to realize that ‘Avatar’s’ world, story and characters have become even richer than I anticipated, and it became apparent that two films would not be enough to capture everything I wanted to put on screen. And to help me continue to expand this universe, I’m pleased to bring aboard Amanda, Rick, Shane and Josh—all writers I’ve long admired -​ to join me in completing the films screenplays.”

20th Century Fox chairman and CEO, Jim Gianopulos said, “We at the studio have no higher priority, and can feel no greater joy, than enabling Jim to continue and expand his vision of the world of ‘Avatar.’ The growing breadth and scale of Jim Cameron’s plans for his magnificent fantasy worlds continue to amaze us all.”
Released in 2009, “Avatar” has taken in nearly $2.8 billion and is the highest grossing film of all time, and is also the top-selling Blu-ray disc of all time. The film won Golden Globe awards for Best Motion Picture and Best Director; and was nominated for nine Academy Awards, including Best Picture and Best Director, and won Oscars for art direction, visual effects and cinematography.

The three sequels will mark Cameron’s latest collaborations with 20th Century Fox, a relationship that spans nearly 30 years and marks one of the most successful filmmaker-studio alliances in motion picture history. Cameron and Fox first joined forces in 1985 for “Aliens,” which became a sci-fi classic. Next came “The Abyss,” which revolutionized visual effects technology; then came the blockbuster, “True Lies.” In 1996, Fox greenlighted Cameron’s “Titanic”, which became the most successful film in history, and won a record-breaking eleven Academy Awards, including Best Picture.
‘Breaking Bad,’ ‘The Americans’ Among Critics’ Group Winners

By ANGELA DAWSON and JUDY SLOANE
HOLLYWOOD—“Breaking Bad,” the acclaimed AMC drama starring Bryan Cranston as a high school teacher who becomes a drug kingpin in Albuquerque, N.M., is the Program of the Year, according to the Television Critics Association.

That and other TV shows and actors of the 2012-13 television season were honored at the 29th Annual TCA Awards presentation Saturday.

Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan Peele, stars of Comedy Central’s hit series “Key & Peele,” hosted the annual invitation-only event, held at the Beverly Hilton hotel in conjunction with the TCA’s summer press tour. The non-televised ceremony bestowed awards in 12 categories to recipients in comedy, drama, reality, miniseries, news and youth programming.

Members of the TCA, a media organization of more than 220 professional TV critics and journalists from the U.S. and Canada, also voted FX’s freshman drama, “The Americans,” Outstanding New Program.

“These were not easy choices for our membership because there were so many deserving nominees,” said TCA president Candace Havens. “In a year that saw a lot of great television, the TCA Awards winners represent the best of the best.”

HBO’s “Game of Thrones” received the award for Outstanding Achievement in Drama, having previously won for Program of the Year in 2012, and BBC America’s “Orphan Black” star Tatiana Maslany was honored with Individual Achievement in Drama for her portrayal of Sarah Manning.

CBS’ “The Big Bang Theory” and NBC’s “Parks and Recreation” both were award-winners, tying for Outstanding Achievement in Comedy. And Louis C.K., star of FX’s “Louie,” nabbed the top trophy in the Individual Achievement in Comedy category for the second consecutive year.

The comedian, whose real name is Louis Szekely, unwittingly started an ongoing rib throughout the awards show at the trophy itself, saying he would use it as a drink card holder when he started his chain of diners.

HBO’s “Behind the Candelabra” emerged victorious in the category of Outstanding Achievement in Movies, Miniseries and Specials, while ABC’s “Shark Tank” took home the award for Outstanding Achievement in Reality Programming.

Hollywood veteran Jerry Weintraub was on hand to pick up his award, explaining it took 12 years to make “Behind the Candelabra,” which he produced. He credited the TV movie’s success to its co-stars Michael Douglas, who played the late entertainer Liberace, and Matt Damon, who played his longtime lover Scott Thorson.

Additionally, the TCA recognized ABC Family’s “Bunheads” with an award for Outstanding Achievement in Youth Programming. Kaitlyn Jenkins, who starred in that short-lived series, couldn’t hold back tears as she accepted the award on behalf her colleagues on the show.

The PBS documentary “The Central Park Five” received top honors for Outstanding Achievement in News & Information.

The TCA not only recognized the year’s finest programming, but it also bestowed a Heritage Award upon CBS’ classic sitcom “All in the Family” (1971-1979), for the cultural and social impact the program has had on society. Both series creator Norman Lear and one of its surviving stars Rob Reiner, who played Mike “Meathead” Stivic, were on hand to accept the award.

The non-profit organization also presented Barbara Walters (“The Barbara Walters Specials,” “The View,” ABC News) with a Career Achievement Award for her influence in covering news and information. Walters wasn’t at the show but drew laughs from the audience when she said on tape “I’m smiling all over.”

2013 TCA Award recipients are as follows:

Individual Achievement in Drama: Tatiana Maslany (“Orphan Black,” BBC America)
Individual Achievement in Comedy: Louis C.K. (“Louie,” FX)
Outstanding Achievement in News and Information: “The Central Park Five” (PBS)
Outstanding Achievement in Reality Programming: “Shark Tank” (ABC)
Outstanding Achievement in Youth Programming: “Bunheads” (ABC Family)
Outstanding New Program: “The Americans” (FX)
Outstanding Achievement in Movies, Miniseries and Specials: “Behind the Candelabra” (HBO)
Outstanding Achievement in Drama: “Game of Thrones” (HBO)
Outstanding Achievement in Comedy: (Tie) “The Big Bang Theory” (CBS) and “Parks and Recreation” (NBC).
Career Achievement Award: Barbara Walters (ABC)
Heritage Award: “All in the Family” (CBS)
Program of the Year: “Breaking Bad” (AMC)
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