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'PARROT CONFIDENTIAL' EXPLORES EMOTIONAL LIFE OF WILD BIRDS


-- "Parrot Confidential" (8 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) just might break your heart. This "Nature" presentation reminds us that all of the love and good will in the world cannot compensate for an unnatural life of captivity. 


Wild parrots are smart, colorful and always surprising. But unlike dogs and cats, they have never really been domesticated. They remain wild. And the only way we can get them to live with us is to deny them most of the things that make them happy -- like the need to fly free and the urge to mate for life and procreate with a fellow wild bird. 


Parrots sublimate their mating urge by bonding with their owners. But when the owner goes to work, goes on vacation or dies, the poor bird becomes depressed and upset. (Parrots live to be 80 or so.)


"Confidential" abounds with tales of birds self-mutilating to retaliate for being "spurned." These jealous creatures often attack and bite "rivals" -- like the owner's spouse or children. And that sometimes gets them euthanized or consigned to shelters. 


We meet plenty of passionate people who run aviary shelters. And they're the first to warn us that turning a wild bird into a pet is a terrible idea. 


"Confidential" reminds us of at least two television shows that inspired thousands of people to buy wild birds. The 1970s cop drama "Baretta" made the cockatoo seem cool. Thousands were purchased and later abandoned. A PBS special on a smart and articulate African grey parrot named Alex had a similar effect. 


These aren't the only examples of pop culture inspiring a wave of regrettable pet purchases. After the 1996 remake of "101 Dalmatians" and its 2000 sequel, many people bought these dogs, unaware that the excitable, high-strung breed is not always family-friendly. Eddie, from "Frasier," inspired some to accessorize their lives with a Jack Russell terrier. But that breed's need to hunt, go-to-ground and dig confronted many workaholic apartment dwellers with splintered furniture and even holes in their walls. 


Like people, animals just want to be loved and not ignored. And, preferably, in an environment suited to their nature.


-- Journalists recall the chaos surrounding a breaking story on the "Secrets of the Dead" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presentation of "JFK: One PM Central Standard Time." Much is made of CBS anchor Walter Cronkite's efforts to officially confirm the news before making a momentous announcement.


We're reminded of an old media mantra: Get it first, but get it right. And how "old" was this media? When CBS decided to break into regular programming with bulletins from Dallas, they had to take into account that their news division's one available camera, a behemoth device filled with dozens of switches and tubes, needed a full half-hour just to "warm up." George Clooney narrates.


-- Limos, cocktails and flowers greet a fetching dental hygienist and the suitors competing for her hand on the very "Bachelor"-like send-up "Burning Love" (10:30 p.m., E!, TV-14).


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Miles and the gang scheme to escape on "Revolution" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- The hopefuls perform on "The X Factor" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Lyla is lost in Moscow on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14).


-- A case involves rape in the military on "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- Claire and Phil prepare anniversary surprises on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- A pet peeve proves fatal on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Teddy's wedding plans upset Maddie on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- The girls encounter a dark entity on "American Horror Story: Coven" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


Burt Lancaster plays a power-hungry gossip columnist in "Sweet Smell of Success" (10:15 p.m., TCM); a hypocritical preacher in "Elmer Gantry" (midnight, TCM); and a treasonous general in "Seven Days in May" (2:30 a.m., TCM).


SERIES NOTES


Another contestant is voted off "Survivor" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Four paws and a big heart on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Sensitivity training on "Back in the Game" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


Return to sender on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Russell and Stephen spot a kindred soul on "The Tomorrow People" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Molly Shannon guest-stars on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


LATE NIGHT 


Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan Peele are scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Will Arnett, Jim Gaffigan and M.I.A. appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... James Davis, Heather McDonald and Matt Braunger are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Blind Boys of Alabama perform on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Samuel L. Jackson and Chris Matthews appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Bill Cosby and Chris Pratt on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Ray Romano, Eddie Cibrian and The Killers appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Ice-T and Thomas Rhett visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Kaley Cuoco and Kellie Pickler on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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