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RECYCLED 'TURKEY' BEATS 'HAUNTED HIGHWAY'


Recent revolutions in technology have allowed everyone to create "television," or its likeness. We can shoot, edit and star in our own shows and upload them to YouTube and other services for the world to see. Attracting the world's attention is another matter.


Sometimes the older, established media discovers self-made talent and polishes them into stars. Usher's discovery of Justin Bieber is the best-known example. 


But this works in the other direction as well: When professional media makers approximate the amateurish to slap a veneer of "credibility" on the merely mediocre. 


"Haunted Highway" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-14) is a good example of the latter. A run-of-the-mill ghost hunter show starring Jack Osbourne, the semi-famous son of reality television stars, "Highway" sends four chatty non-experts to scour the 50 states for paranormal activity. 


What distinguishes "Highway" from its competition is that every scene is shot by Osbourne's quartet. The results are atrocious. The camerawork is extremely jerky and haphazardly composed. Faces move in and out of the frame in nearly every shot. Sure, it looks real -- really bad.


The cumulative effect of "Highway" is to leave the viewer slightly queasy. That seems intentional. Bad camerawork resulting in nausea was the hallmark of "The Blair Witch Project," the granddaddy of all cheap, homemade horror movies, which exploded in 1999 at the dawn of the digital age. The story was forgettable, but tales of vomiting filmgoers endure. 


-- On the eve of Thanksgiving, "Nature" (8 p.m., PBS, TV-G, check local listings) repeats "My Life as a Turkey," a beautiful little 2011 film that's equal parts science and poetry and has nothing to do with Butterballs, stuffing or the holiday.


Filled with gorgeous photography, "Turkey" follows naturalist Joe Hutto, who narrates the film and is played by actor Jeff Palmer in the re-enacted scenes. Hutto sets out to find a nest of wild turkey eggs and hatch them and then "imprint" himself on the hatchlings, so they will think of him as their "mother." 


Then, following the logic of a dream, or perhaps a nature documentary, he sets out to raise them in the wild, spending every waking hour strolling through forests and meadows as they develop from helpless chicks to truly wild birds. Suddenly, other creatures that would have avoided him as a man were not frightened by him as part of a flock. In so many words, being a turkey allowed him to enter a paradise that he's more than a little fearful of losing. Most of all, Hutto explains, the birds taught him to live in the eternal present.


Sadly, Hutto's Eden, and this film, must come to a shattering conclusion. But it's well worth watching, and re-watching as we enter a season of reflection. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- NBC anticipates its Dec. 5 staging of a Rodgers and Hammerstein favorite with "The Making of 'The Sound of Music Live!'" (8 p.m.). 


-- Live performances on "The X Factor" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- An affable slob (John Candy) clings to a nervous businessman (Steve Martin) during a botched trip home for the holidays in the 1987 comedy "Planes, Trains and Automobiles" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG).


-- "Saturday Night Live Thanksgiving" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14) serves up holiday sketches. 


-- Mitch and Cam become best men at their worst on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


-- Finlay vanishes during a spa weekend on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Deacon can't forgive himself as Rayna remains in a coma on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


-- The message of tonight's "Girl Code" (10 p.m., MTV, TV-14) is for young people to get tested for AIDS.


CULT CHOICE 


Rare for a popular franchise, the 2010 Pixar adventure sequel "Toy Story 3" (8 p.m., Disney, TV-G) offered a thoughtful, even touching conclusion to its story, which reflected both the fleeting nature of childhood and the advancing years of the audience that had grown up with Andy, Woody and Buzz. 


SERIES NOTES


Tribal altercations on "Survivor" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Axl matriculates on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) ... Mike's dad has a pipe dream on "Last Man Standing" (8:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


Missing in Missouri on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Kimmie has performance anxiety on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


LATE NIGHT


Harrison Ford, Donald Faison and Kurt Braunohler appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS, r) ... Jena Malone, John Caparulo, Arden Myrin and Ryan Stout are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... John Goodman and Kevin McCaffrey appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Garth Brooks and Jim Edds on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Patton Oswalt and the 1975 appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Ed Burns, Steven Van Zandt, Jeff Musial and Florida Georgia Line visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Michael C. Hall and Laura Bell Bundy on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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