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SMITHSONIAN DUSTS OFF THEIR VINYL COLLECTION


-- The Smithsonian Institute has been called "America's attic," a repository of everything worth saving, and then some. If so, you have to figure there are a lot of records up there, including Blondie's "Parallel Lines," the subject of the documentary "Blondie's New York" (10 p.m., Smithsonian).


The film sets out to pinpoint the moment in musical history when the raucous energy of punk rock was tamed for commercial purposes and when the gritty spirit of a filthy city teetering on the brink of bankruptcy and social breakdown was distilled into a musical moment. Well, "Blondie's New York" wants to do those things, but doesn't come close. 


At its best, it's a very good, if awkwardly written and strangely perfunctory, documentary about producing a record album, something VH1 might have done a decade or so ago, before "Behind the Music" began to pull the focus from music to gossip and lurid tabloid scandal.


Australian music producer Mike Chapman returns to the studio along with members of Blondie, including singer Debbie Harry, to recall the painful and laborious process of laying down the tracks. As with the case of most people well into middle age recalling the events of their youth, there are conflicting accounts. But it offers a fascinating glance at the decision-making process that led to well-known songs. The album, released in 1978, would go on to sell 20 million copies worldwide and generate six singles, including "One Way or Another," "Sunday Girl," "Hanging on the Telephone" and, most notably, "Heart of Glass." 


Younger viewers may also enjoy it for a glance at making records in the pre-digital era. 


"Blondie" wobbles when it departs from music production, offering a slapdash history of '70s New York and the punk music scene. It pays lip service to those who criticized the band for "selling out" and departing the purity of the club scene, and even for using disco to chase record sales. Then -- and now -- such arguments miss the point. Bands like Blondie and the Ramones were not anti-commercial. Both sought radio play and success. If they were rebelling against anything, it was a music scene that had embraced belabored seven-minute singles, pompous concept albums and "rock operas." 


For an example of that, see "Led Zeppelin: The Song Remains the Same" (9 p.m., VH1 Classic). 


Blondie wanted to return pop and rock music to snappy singles that were fun, furious and mercifully short. And with "Parallel Lines," the band came close.


-- "Geraldine Ferraro: Paving the Way" (9 p.m., Showtime) recalls the Forest Hills, N.Y., congresswoman who became the first woman nominated for vice president. 


-- Hey, remember that war in Afghanistan? "Fault Lines" (9 p.m., Al Jazeera America) offers a look at the conflict from the other side, with "On The Front Lines With the Taliban."


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- The 2014 NCAA Basketball Tournament (7 p.m., CBS) continues. A second game (9:30 p.m.) follows.


-- Keegan gets too close to a case on "Rake" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- "Charlie Rose: The Week" (8:30 p.m., PBS, check local listings) looks back at the past seven days.


-- A homicide investigation culminates at a carnival on "Grimm" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Pete seeks privacy on "Enlisted" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


-- Virginia thinks she saw a ghost on "Raising Hope" (9:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Bees consume evidence on "Hannibal" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- A trap is set on "Helix" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-14).


CULT CHOICE


Robert Morse, Jonathan Winters and Rod Steiger star in "The Loved One" (12:15 a.m., TCM), director Tony Richardson's 1965 adaptation of novelist Evelyn Waugh's satire of Southern California eccentrics and the American funeral industry. 


SERIES NOTES


"Dateline NBC" (8 p.m.) ... Boyd backslides on "Last Man Standing" (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) ... Two episodes of "Whose Line Is It Anyway?" (8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... An invite from Debbie's mother (Rhea Perlman) on "The Neighbors" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


Not quite cricket on "Shark Tank" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Zoe enjoys time with Mom on "Hart of Dixie" (9 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... "20/20" (10 p.m., ABC).


LATE NIGHT


Tyler Perry, John Caparulo, Grace Helbig and Bobby Lee appear on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!, r) ... Ice Cube is booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (syndicated, check local listings, r) ... Kaitlyn Farrington, Lupita Nyong'o and Little Dragon appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Kevin Bacon, Jeff Musial, Ty Dolla $ign and Ann Wilson on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC) is a repeat.


Zosia Mamet visits "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Zooey Deschanel, Vera Farmiga, Julia Mancuso and Roddy Hart & The Lonesome Fire on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS, r).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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