FROM UNIVERSAL UCLICK

TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

SOCHI BEGINS; LENO PARTIES LIKE ITS 1992


-- NBC celebrates two milestones tonight: the beginning of the XXII Olympic Winter Games in Sochi, Russia (8 p.m.), and Jay Leno's final night hosting "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m.). This time, NBC means it! 


Tonight's Olympics coverage includes figure skating, snowboarding and freestyle skiing. Over the course of the games, NBC, NBC Sports Network (NBCSN), CNBC, MSNBC and USA Network will air a combined 539 hours of Olympics competition. More than 1,000 hours of live streaming coverage can be found on NBCOlympics.com. 


NBC will broadcast tape-delayed coverage of the Opening Ceremonies Friday night. 


Remember the 1992 Olympics in Albertville, France? That was the last time the winter games took place in a leap year. It was also the last time the winter games happened the same year as the summer games. Their paths diverged with the 1994 winter games in Lillehammer, Norway.


Jay Leno also took over hosting "The Tonight Show" in 1992. For tonight's broadcast, he welcomes two of his earliest guests, stars who were on top of their careers 22 years ago: Billy Crystal ("City Slickers") and Garth Brooks ("Ropin' the Wind").


Of course, this is not Leno's first crack at a "final" show. He departed in 2009 to make way for Conan O'Brien, his official successor, and he invited O'Brien on his last show. Of course, later that year, then-NBC chief Jeff Zucker had the bright idea of having Leno return every night for a prime-time gig at 10 p.m. All too predictably, that proved to be a disaster. 


Zucker compounded the fiasco by alienating O'Brien and his fan base and returning Leno to "The Tonight Show," where he has presided since the conclusion of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games.


Zucker is currently working his special magic at CNN, helping that network lose what little audience and credibility it still has. 


We all know O'Brien has neither forgotten nor forgiven NBC's reversal. And tonight he shows up Jay's celebration of "Murphy Brown"-era popular culture by inviting the cast of AMC's "The Walking Dead" to appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS). Look for Andrew Lincoln (Rick Grimes), Norman Reedus (Daryl Dixon), Lauren Cohan (Maggie Greene), Steven Yeun (Glenn Rhee), Danai Gurira (Michonne) and Melissa McBride (Carol Peletier).


This won't be the first time that Jay Leno attracts a much larger audience than his competition -- and probably not the last time. And Conan O'Brien is still more in tune with contemporary tastes than Jay Leno. Some things never change. 


-- TCM continues its month of Oscar by broadcasting all five movies featuring performances nominated for best actress in 1966. That year, two sisters, Lynn Redgrave and Vanessa Redgrave, were nominated for "Georgy Girl" (10:30 p.m.) and "Morgan: A Suitable Case for Treatment" (12:30 a.m.), respectively. That had happened once before, in 1941, when estranged sisters Olivia de Havilland ("Hold Back the Dawn") and Joan Fontaine ("Suspicion") were both nominated.


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- The first week of the Hollywood round on "American Idol" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-PG). 


-- A woman's gambling problem drives her to desperate measures on "Rake" (9 p.m. Fox, TV-14). 


-- Violent fantasy-fiction proves inspirational on "Project Runway: Under the Gunn" (9 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG).


-- Murder in the ballet circuit on "Elementary" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Stylish and profitable to boot on "Shark Tank" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


CULT CHOICE 


The 2013 thriller "After Earth" (9 p.m., Starz) was widely panned as one of the worst films of the year. Jaden Smith and his father, Will Smith, star. Together, they have been nominated for a Razzie in the Worst Screen Combo category, as have Jaden himself (Worst Actor), M. Night Shyamalan (Worst Director) and the film (Worst Picture). 


SERIES NOTES


Wine country on "The Big Bang Theory" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Sweet dreams on "The Taste" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... Painful memories on "The Vampire Diaries" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... A birthday surprise on "The Millers" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-PG). 


Simon must praise an unpopular writer at his funeral on "The Crazy Ones" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... King Henry makes a strong accusation on "Reign" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Alan learns Lyndsey's secret on "Two and a Half Men" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Robyn Doolittle is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... McG, Jeff Wild, Cameron Esposito and Matt Braunger are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Charlie Crist sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) ... will.i.am, Zoey Deutch and Jason Derulo are booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (syndicated, check local listings). 


Michael Keaton and The Flaming Lips appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Matt Damon, George Clooney, Bill Murray, Cate Blanchett and Bob Balaban appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Colin Farrell, Chris Pratt and 2 Chainz visit "Late Night with Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts John Goodman on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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