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'STRIKE BACK' IS BACK; 'MAGIC CITY' ENDS


-- Sex. Explosions. Shots of cleavage and six-pack abs. Rinse and repeat. Most television dramas operate based on certain formulas. But nobody adheres to them quite as enthusiastically as the folks who make Cinemax series like "Strike Back" (10 p.m., Cinemax, TV-MA). 


For the uninitiated, this action series enters its third season with the counterterrorism operatives Michael Stonebridge (Philip Winchester) and Sgt. Damien Scott (Sullivan Stapleton) fighting bad guys, bedding willing women, getting in bar fights, riding helicopters and shooting off automatic weaponry. Nothing says authority like a guy named Stonebridge! Loud things happen every 35 seconds or so, to keep you from thinking too deeply about the plot. 


Things get off to a gruesome start when one of the good guys gets killed, execution-style, in some dusty cornfields in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. Do they grow corn in Lebanon? It doesn't matter. This is Cinemax! 


-- Ike and Ben have much riding on the Florida legislature's decision on casino gambling on the series finale of "Magic City" (9 p.m., Starz, TV-MA). 


You don't need a degree in history to know that Florida did not legalize gambling back in 1960, when "Magic" is set, and when and where it will end, as Starz has announced that the second season of the historical drama will be its last. It was a great-looking show with an impressive cast. Unfortunately, "Magic City" often resembled a "Godfather"-themed fashion shoot more than a drama. There's a difference between looking at pictures and watching television. 


-- A young cardsharp (Steve McQueen) takes on a legend (Edward G. Robinson) in the 1965 drama "The Cincinnati Kid" (8 p.m., TCM), part of a daylong marathon of McQueen movies, also including "The Magnificent Seven" (11:45), "Bullitt" (4 p.m.), "Papillon" (midnight) and "The Blob" (4:30 a.m.). 


McQueen may be the last of a Hollywood breed, a macho action hero popular with male audiences who was a romantic sex symbol for female filmgoers. As it was said of Burt Reynolds in the 1970s: men wanted to be like him and women wanted to be with him. But even by then, Reynolds had to hide his machismo behind tongue-and-cheek comedy. Burt played his tough guys with a certain post-modern wink. 


The '80s and '90s would bring us a succession of ageless boys of the Tom Cruise/Brad Pitt/Johnny Depp/ Leonardo DeCaprio variety. George Clooney always seemed closer to Cary Grant's idea of suave than Steve McQueen's aura of menace. Bruce Willis might have come close, but contemporary action stars like Vin Diesel and The Rock seem barely able to animate the cartoon characters they play. 


The closest things we have to McQueen's combination of cunning, danger and sex appeal have all been imports (Mel Gibson and Russell Crowe in their youth, Daniel Craig as 007 and Tom Hardy of "Inception"). It's as if Hollywood has banished the manly leading man. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- AMC gives viewers 14 chances to catch up on "Breaking Bad" (3 p.m. to 5 a.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- The Philadelphia Eagles host the New England Patriots in preseason football (7:30 p.m., NFL Network). 


-- Doomsday comes early for a paranoid "prepper" on "Bones" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


-- Rain unsettles a runway show on "America's Next Top Model" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14). 


-- New links to Joe's cult on "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


-- McGarrett needs Catherine's help to find his mother on "Hawaii Five-O" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- "First Ladies: Influence & Image" (8 p.m., C-Span, r) profiles Rachel Jackson, Emily Donelson and Angelica Van Buren. 


-- Rat bites abound on "Blue Bloods" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


CULT CHOICE


A Beethoven-besotted bully (Malcolm McDowell) leads his stylized gang in violence and mayhem amidst a blighted modern world in director Stanley Kubrick's 1971 adaptation of Anthony Burgess's novel "A Clockwork Orange" (9:45 p.m., Sundance). A disturbing visual masterpiece, this film was banned in the U.K. for decades. 


SERIES NOTES


Bugged out on "Undercover Boss" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG) ... "Betty White's Off Their Rockers" (8 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... A new twist on dog treats on "Shark Tank" (8 p.m., ABC, r). 


"Dateline" (9 p.m., NBC) ... Lessons in perception and psychology on "Would You Fall for That?" (9 p.m., ABC) ... "20/20" (10 p.m., ABC). 


LATE NIGHT


Jennifer Aniston, Greg Fitzsimmons, Annie Lederman and Ross Mathews appear on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!, r) ... Kevin James, Shaun White and Darius Rucker appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Jason Sudeikis, Jim Stacy and K.T. Tunstall on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC).


"Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC) is a repeat.


Vanessa Hudgens, John Oliver and Earl Sweatshirt appear on "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Keith Olbermann and Esther Povitsky on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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