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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

'TAKEN': NOT STIRRING


-- Call me old-fashioned, but thrillers should be thrilling. The 2013 made-for-television movie "Taken: The Search for Sophie Parker" (8 p.m. Saturday, Lifetime, TV-14) can't decide if it's merely a "message movie," or a Mom-turns-into-Jack Bauer fantasy. 


Based, it seems, on a true story, "Taken" stars Julie Benz ("Dexter," "Defiance") as Stevie, the impossibly good-looking mother of the similarly gorgeous Sophie (Naomi Battrick). Just 18, Sophie goes on a spring break trip abroad, a move that gives Stevie some pause. But she should be safe; she's staying in Moscow with the family of the American ambassador to Russia. What could go wrong? 


A few girls-gone-crazy moments later, Sophie and a friend escape their CIA handler, go to a crazy club and are drugged and kidnapped in short order. This is when Stevie morphs from mother to superhero, flying to Russia to break all the rules of a hidebound bureaucracy. 


Like several earlier films on Lifetime, "Taken" was made to illustrate the worldwide disgrace that is human trafficking. Unfortunately the film is preposterous and slow-moving (not to mention jingoistic and deeply paranoid) at the same time. 


-- The ancient "can this marriage be saved?" theme meets "Big Brother" on the new psychological exercise in emotional voyeurism, "The Marriage Test" (10 p.m. Saturday, A&E). Four couples with troubled relationships agree to live under one roof and submit to intensive group therapy before a camera crew. All for our entertainment! 


Husband-and-wife marriage coaches Will Craig and Laurie Gerber host "Test," created by Jay McGraw and Dr. Phil McGraw. 


-- A troubled foster child-turned-drug dealer (Crawford Wilson) finds religion in prison and tries to turn his life around in the made-for-television movie "King's Faith" (7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, UP Network). 


-- Neil Patrick Harris hosts the 65th Primetime Emmy Awards (8 p.m. Sunday, CBS). The most important fact in the previous sentence is the number -- "65." Television -- and the practice of television rewarding itself -- is now as old as a Social Security recipient. That's an obvious fact, but also a remarkable one. Most media come and go much more quickly -- particularly those that depend on advertising to survive. Radio arrived with popular crystal sets in the 1920s. It was the indispensable medium for news and entertainment (and advertising) until the early 1950s, when it was eclipsed by TV. So television has remained dominant roughly twice as long as radio. 


When will television be eclipsed by emerging media? Advertisers and marketers are certainly moving toward the Internet and social media. But have they become the places to go for sports, news and entertainment, or just one of many? 


Two of the outlets most notable for their many Emmy nominations -- HBO and Netflix -- do not advertise at all. Unless you count their relentless self-promotion. Do they represent the future of television, or a very profitable, divergent anomaly?


HBO is a part of Time Warner, an outfit that still makes its money in the cable business. More than any business out there, Netflix represents a temptation to disgruntled cable customers to "cut the cord" and rely on broadband alone for a wealth of programming -- albeit content that could not exist if there were not cable customers to pay for it. 


It should be interesting to note how many Emmys Netflix's "House of Cards" wins -- if any. A big night for the Kevin Spacey drama will be a major vote for the streaming service that has become an influential supplement, even replacement, for "regular" television. 


No Emmy Awards would be complete without a glance back at the figures from television who died within the last year. Look for tributes to Jonathan Winters, Cory Monteith and James Gandolfini, among many others. Elton John is also scheduled to perform a tribute to Liberace, a television staple of the 1950s and '60s recently profiled in the HBO drama "Behind the Candelabra," nominated for 15 Emmys. 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Nickelodeon and its subsidiary channels take three hours off to celebrate "Worldwide Day of Play" (noon). Get out of the house, kids! 


-- Stanford hosts Arizona State in college football (7 p.m., Fox).


-- Texas hosts Kansas State in college football (8 p.m., ABC). 


-- Jack's possible departure concerns Olivia on "Cedar Cove" (8 p.m., Hallmark, TV-G). 


-- Cullen needs Durant's help with his Mormon problem on "Hell on Wheels" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- Several knots are tied, not all for love, on "The White Queen" (9 p.m., Starz, TV-MA).


-- Scheduled on "48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS): A soldier shoots two women.


-- Ben Affleck hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14), featuring musical guest Kanye West. 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- The 1998 comedy "Will & Grace" (2 p.m. to 5 a.m., WE, TV-14) returns to the cable schedule with a daylong marathon. Episodes can be seen on WE weekdays from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 


-- Between NFL football and Emmy coverage, "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS) has been pre-empted. 


-- Fingers crossed on "Once Upon a Time" (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG), nominated for two Emmys.


-- The Pittsburgh Steelers host the Chicago Bears on "Sunday Night Football" (8:20 p.m., NBC). 


-- A calamity changes everything on the two-hour season-ender of "Revenge" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


-- A mysterious patient may be linked to a secret military facility on "Foyle's War" on "Masterpiece Mystery!" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings). 


-- Long-ago decisions have consequences on "Breaking Bad" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14), nominated for 13 Emmys. 


-- Memories loom large on the series finale of "Dexter" (9 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA). Some were surprised that this departing series received no Emmy nominations. 


-- Willie pulls a favor to enhance his campus status on "Boardwalk Empire" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-MA), nominated for 10 Emmys.


-- Eddie tries to escape with someone else's money on the season finale of "Ray Donovan" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA). 


-- A clue emerges on "Low Winter Sun" (10:15 p.m., AMC, TV-14).


-- The cartoon "China, IL" returns to "Adult Swim" (11:30 p.m., Cartoon Network). 


CULT CHOICE 


A journalist (Clark Cable) forgoes a major scoop to befriend a runaway socialite (Claudette Colbert) in the 1934 comedy "It Happened One Night" (8 p.m. Saturday, TCM). Not unlike "Roman Holiday" in the least. 


SATURDAY SERIES 


On two helpings of "Mike & Molly" (CBS, r): fertility issues (8 p.m., TV-PG), career anxiety (8:30 p.m., TV-14) ... Las Vegas finals on "American Ninja Warrior" (8 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG). 


Random murders may be linked on "NCIS: Los Angeles" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... On two episodes of "Law & Order: SVU" (NBC, r, TV-14): echoes of the past (9 p.m.); a flasher's history (10 p.m.). 


SUNDAY SERIES


Mass-transit horrors on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Field-trip chaos on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


Country club living on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Old and in the way on "Dads" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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