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'THE BIG C' HEADS FOR ITS EXIT


-- The cancer comedy "The Big C" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA) wraps up its final season in four episodes. It's not hard to see where this is going. The final installments will break out of the show's half-hour format with longer narratives as the end grows near. 


I wish I could love or even like this series, which grapples with such sad and profound matters. But it does so with cloying whimsy and precious situations. (And I'm not just talking about casting Gabourey Sidibe.)


Just when I begin to halfway warm up to Laura Linney's dying character, Cathy, or her grieving doofus husband, Paul, portrayed nicely by Oliver Platt, I'm distracted by Cathy playing in a backyard bouncy castle, or resigning from her job with an outburst of terminal narcissism, or her hippie brother insisting on taking her to chemotherapy in a bicycle rickshaw. 


I'm no expert, but like many adults, I've been around enough cancer, sickness and intensive care wards to know that serious illness and dying are many things, but cute they are most certainly not. "The Big C" consistently plays it that way. And it leaves me feeling a little ill. 


-- The soap opera genre premiered on radio, well before broadcast television began. Now some shows transcend the medium entirely. Former daytime TV soaps "All My Children" and "One Life to Live" return today via The Online Network, which will make high-definition broadcasts of the soaps available via Hulu.com. 


-- Host Steve Watson goes looking for the unusual and ingenious on "Red, White & New" (10 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., Travel, TV-PG). The emphasis is on toys, and the more juvenile the better. Watson finds a high-powered pogo stick; a suit inspired by the monster in "Alien" and a personal watercraft that can dive and fly like a shark. I'm not quite sure that necessity was the mother of these inventions. 


-- Where would television dramas be without dead bodies? They're the "stars" of the morgues in "CSI" and its spin-offs. They put the "corpus" in habeas corpus -- required for a good "Law & Order" murder mystery to commence. 


But what about bodies nobody invited? "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-MA) presents "The Undocumented," a documentary about the accumulation of corpses found in the deserts near the Mexican border. These are the dead bodies of immigrants who did not survive the long desert crossing and have no one willing to claim them. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- The Knockout round begins on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG). 


-- Pelant returns to torment the team on the season finale of "Bones" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Ethan is not alone on "The Secret Life of the American Teenager" (8 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14). 


-- Joe plans his gruesome final act on the season-ending episode of "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Strange behavior from a dangerous man on "Defiance" (9 p.m., Syfy, TV-14). 


-- On two episodes of "Rectify" (9 p.m. and 10 p.m., Sundance, TV-14), Amantha frets about her brother's safety. 


-- Aisha Tyler guest-stars as a talk show host on "Hawaii Five-0" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- History catches up with Miles and Monroe on "Revolution" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Beckett must stay still while the gang tries to rescue her on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- A plague threatens half of the world's population on the return of "Warehouse 13" (10 p.m., Syfy). 


-- The very first guest checks into the "Bates Motel" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14). 


CULT CHOICE


An embittered mogul and his younger trophy wife try to salvage their vast estate in the jaw-dropping and revealing 2012 documentary "The Queen of Versailles" (9 p.m., Bravo). 


SERIES NOTES


The gang wants Barney's bachelor party to be epic on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... "Dancing With the Stars" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Havana Brown visits "Oh Sit!" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Jeff tries to rewrite history on "Rules of Engagement" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-PG). 


The gals cameo on a TV show on "2 Broke Girls" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Annie goes into damage control mode on "90210" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Roller-skating romance on "Mike & Molly" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Brad Garrett, Amy Schumer and Old Crow Medicine Show appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Gwyneth Paltrow, Nico Santos, Sarah Colonna and Julian McCullough are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!).


Nada Bakos and Ben Harper with Charlie Musselwhite appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Ben Kingsley, Larry the Cable Guy and The Band Perry on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Martin Short, Leah Remini and Zac Brown Band appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Rebel Wilson, Ryan Lochte and Retta visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Mary McCormack and Jim O'Heir on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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