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THE TV'S ALIVE, WITH THE SOUND OF MUSICAL SPECIALS


A Barbara, a Barbra, a Garth and a cornucopia of Christmas specials are among the highlights of this lazy, overstuffed post-Thanksgiving evening. 


-- "Garth Brooks, Live From Las Vegas" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) captures the popular country singer on the last night of his three-year exclusive run at a Sin City casino. 


His live show will recall his many musical influences by featuring Brooks' interpretation of songs from a broad range of inspirations, from Merle Haggard to Simon and Garfunkel, James Taylor, Otis Redding, Bob Seger and George Strait. 


The most dominant country star of the 1990s, Brooks has sold more than 128 million albums. He's received every conceivable accolade and has retired and then un-retired before embarking on the casino engagement that ends tonight. 


-- While Brooks returns to his musical roots, Barbra Streisand goes "Back to Brooklyn" on a "Great Performances" (9 p.m., PBS, check local listings) special. While performing in her native borough, she'll reprise many of her fans' favorites, including "Evergreen," "The Way We Were," "People," and "Happy Days are Here Again," as well as some surprises over the course of this two-and-a-half-hour concert film. She will accompany musical guests Il Volo and Chris Botti, as well as her son, Jason Gould. 


-- President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama will sit down with Barbara Walters for a "20/20" (10 p.m., ABC) holiday special that will include clips from Walters' many interviews with presidents and first ladies dating back to President Richard Nixon and first lady Patricia Nixon.  


-- Nickelodeon stars Ciara Bravo ("Big Time Rush") and Jack Griffo ("The Thundermans") join forces to appear in the original made-for-television comedy movie "Jinxed" (7 p.m., Nickelodeon). Inspired by Murphy's Law, this teen romantic comedy explores a world where everything that can go wrong does, in the most extreme and embarrassing manner imaginable. 


-- Former teen star Lacey Chabert ("Party of Five") headlines the made-for-TV thriller "Non-Stop" (8 p.m., Lifetime Movie Network). She plays an overscheduled best-selling author on her way home from an intercontinental book tour. A sleeping pill loosens her up for a friendly encounter with a fellow passenger, but when she wakes up, her luggage, passport and identification are gone, as well as the computer containing the final chapter of her controversial new book. Did somebody just want a sneak peak? Or does this mystery portend doom for her flight and everyone on board? 


-- Nat Geo Wild kicks off a week of big cat programming with "Man v. Cheetah" (9 p.m.), a foot race of sorts between a cheetah, Tennessee Titans running back Chris Johnson and Chicago Bears wide receiver Devin Hester. Let's just hope the cheetah doesn't suffer a concussion. 


-- "Wives with Knives" (10 p.m., ID, TV-14) has nothing to do with carving turkeys. Host Dr. Casey Jordan, a criminologist, interviews incarcerated women who cut up their spouses for different reasons -- some motivated by greed, jealousy and lust, others fighting back after years of abuse. 


TONIGHT'S HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS


-- Boris Karloff narrates "Dr. Seuss's How the Grinch Stole Christmas" (8 p.m., ABC). 


-- Time travel looms large in "Hoops & Yoyo Ruin Christmas" (8 p.m., CBS).


-- A child needs to affirm Santa's existence in "Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer" (8 p.m., CW).


-- An elf restores a boy's belief in the holidays on "The Elf on the Shelf: An Elf's Story" (8:30 CBS). 


-- The green gang convenes for "Shrek the Halls" (8:30 p.m., ABC). 


-- A motivated mall Santa restores a jaded mother's Christmas spirit in the 2013 TV movie "My Santa" (9 p.m., ION). 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- "Charlie Rose -- The Week" (8:30 p.m., PBS, check local listings) reviews the past seven days. 


-- Bosses solicit new ideas on "Raising Hope" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


-- An ancient Spanish legend resurfaces on "Grimm" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Nikita rejoins Michael and Ryan on "Nikita" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14). 


-- Gen. Shaw lets Harker down on "Dracula" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


CULT CHOICE 


-- Tipsy swells (Cary Grant and Constance Bennett) return from the grave to teach a stuffed shirt (Roland Young) how to live it up in the 1937 comedy "Topper" (2:30 a.m., TCM). This franchise inspired a popular television comedy in the 1950s. 


SERIES NOTES


"Dateline" (8 p.m., NBC) ... An awkward walk down the aisle on "Bones" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... A Christmas business proposal gets the once-over on "Shark Tank" (9 p.m., ABC, r). 


LATE NIGHT


Mark Halperin, John Heilemann, Dan Levy, Claire Titelman and Brad Wollack appear on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Anthony Anderson is booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (Syndicated, check local listings) ... Kelly Ripa, Cobie Smulders and Gary Clark Jr. appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Tracy Morgan, Chris Pratt and Pusha T appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC, r).


Harrison Ford, Padma Lakshmi and Big Sean featuring Kid Cudi visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Kat Dennings and Markus Persson on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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