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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

'THE WRITER'S ROOM' RETURNS TO DISCUSS 'SCANDAL'


-- "The Writers' Room" (9 p.m., Sundance, TV-PG) returns for a second season. It sits down with the creators and writing staff of a different series every week. As such, it's one of the few shows on television where people discuss television production in depth.


Host Jim Rash shared an Oscar for the screenplay for "The Descendants." Viewers may recognize him for his role as the quirky Dean Pelton on "Community." 


Tonight's season opener features the creative team behind the ABC soap "Scandal," including creator Shonda Rhimes, series star Kerry Washington, executive producer Mark Wilding, co-executive producer Jenna Bans and supervising producer Heather Mitchell.


Look for "Writers' Room" discussions of "House of Cards," "The Good Wife," "The Walking Dead," "Sons of Anarchy" and "Pretty Little Liars" over the course of the second season. 


-- Are dogs born bad, or merely ruined by the wrong people? If you've watched dog trainer Cesar Millan often enough, you know his answer to that one. With "Cesar Millan: Love My Pit Bull" (9 p.m., Nat Geo Wild, TV-PG), he hopes to redeem a breed from guilt by association.  


As Millan explains, the dogs were once commonly used on farms and ranches and were celebrated as family-friendly in the early 20th century. Theodore Roosevelt, George Patton and Helen Keller all owned pit bulls.


Pit bulls are now abandoned and euthanized at a higher rate than any other breed. According to Millan, more than 2,000 are put down every day. He sees it as his mission to save these dogs from human neglect, abuse and intolerance. 


-- Gems from the stream: While Netflix has gotten the lion's share of attention for allowing viewers to stream series both old and original on demand, many other services including Crackle and Amazon Prime are also vying for viewers. 


Hulu Plus is a pay service that allows viewers to stream most current network series a day after they air on "normal" television. One of the hidden gems of the Hulu Plus service is the Criterion Film Collection. Viewers can stream more than 800 films from the greatest directors in history. It's like having a great art house cinema or an excellent film school at your command. 


So commemorate Good Friday by streaming "The Gospel According to St. Matthew" on Hulu Plus. This subtitled 1964 Italian film consists of dialogue taken directly from the New Testament, shot in a neo-realistic, near-documentary style, with a cast of mostly non-actors. 


The film has been praised over the past 50 years as one of the finest religious films ever made, ranking seventh on the Arts and Faith website. It's also on best film lists compiled by Roger Ebert and the Vatican. Many were surprised that its director, Pier Paolo Pasolini, a Marxist and atheist (and publicly gay long before that was legally accepted), could make so pious a film.


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- A recently released con may be making up for lost time on "Unforgettable" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


-- Gordon Ramsay helps transform a Colorado restaurant on "Kitchen Nightmares" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- "Charlie Rose: The Week" (8:30 p.m., PBS, check local listings) looks back. 


-- An actor studying police behavior becomes the victim of true-life violence on "Blue Bloods" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- A killer stashes a victim inside a horse's body on "Hannibal" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Carlos can't concentrate on "Continuum" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-PG).


CULT CHOICE


TCM's 48-hour salute to great MGM films includes two musical gems from director Vincente Minnelli: "The Band Wagon" (9 a.m.) and "Meet Me in St. Louis" (8 p.m.).


SERIES NOTES


Two helpings of "Dateline NBC" (8 p.m. and 9 p.m.) ... On two episodes of "Last Man Standing" (ABC, TV-PG): Vanessa's sister has a hidden agenda (8 p.m.); a mystery bouquet arrives (8:30 p.m., r) ... "Whose Line Is It Anyway?" (8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., r, CW, TV-14).


A Texas Ranger arrives in search of a loved one on "Hawaii Five-0" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A kid's toy sports a hefty price tag on "Shark Tank" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Zoe and Lemon share advice on "Hart of Dixie" (9 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... "20/20" (10 p.m., ABC). 


LATE NIGHT


Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Jo Koy, Claire Titelman and Ryan Stout appear on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!, r) ... George Lopez, Albert Tsai and Camille Solari are booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (syndicated, check local listings, r) ... Bryan Cranston, Melissa Rauch and Le1f appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Justin Timberlake on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC, r) ... Tracy Morgan, Kate Mara and Birds of Tokyo appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC, r).


Kenan Thompson, Johnny Weir, Tara Lipinski and Sarah Lewis visit "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC, r) ... Craig Ferguson hosts William Shatner and Jaime Pressly on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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