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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

THE YEAR NETFLIX CHANGED TV (AND TWITTER CHANGED IT BACK)


-- Just what should we make of television in 2013? Some may remember the year for the long goodbye for Walter White on "Breaking Bad." Or for the death of (spoiler alert!) Matthew on "Downton Abbey." Or for the emphatic departure of a major hero/villain/hero on "Homeland." 


But in many ways, this has been the year of Netflix.


On Feb. 1, the streaming service made available the entire first season of the American adaptation of "House of Cards," starring Kevin Spacey. 


Suddenly, people were talking a lot about "House of Cards," Netflix and something called binge viewing -- the ability to watch entire seasons, even whole series, in marathon fashion. This had been done before with DVD box sets. And Netflix had always streamed plenty of older series, including the original (and superior) British version of "House of Cards." 


But the new "Cards" allowed Netflix to associate binge viewing with its corporate identity and turned the launch of each new program into publicity for the service itself. 


Netflix built on "Cards" with other exclusives, including the long-awaited new season of "Arrested Development" and the provocative "Orange Is the New Black."


But just as Netflix began to dominate the conversation, "Sharknado" struck. 


Nobody will confuse this cheesy Syfy throwaway with a movie worth watching, but the social media buzz surrounding "Sharknado" -- as it was being broadcast -- was a bit of a revelation. 


Netflix encourages us to watch anything, anytime, anywhere. But some people want to be part of what used to be called a global village -- huddled around the glowing tube all at the same time, while sharing wisecracks about it on Twitter. 


The phenomenon of a show as a broadcast event, accompanied by an avalanche of social media chatter, culminated in December with the broadcast of "The Sound of Music Live!" Traditional TV watchers and Carrie Underwood fans loved it. The snarky Twitter crowd skewered it. It didn't matter. Nearly 19 million people watched.


So, in 2013 "Cards" proved one lesson, and "Music" demonstrated the very opposite. And there's nothing more creative than contradiction.  


F. Scott Fitzgerald once said, "The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function." Television and those who love it are still functioning quite well.


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Oregon and Texas tangle in the Valero Alamo Bowl (6:45 p.m., ESPN).


-- A cop and a cyborg bond on the pilot episode of "Almost Human" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


-- The gang rings out the year in the 1986 special "Happy New Year, Charlie Brown" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-G). 


-- Abbie has a surprising visitor on "Sleepy Hollow" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


-- A glowing-nosed outcast attempts to rescue the New Year Baby from an evil bird in "Rudolph's Shiny New Year" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-G). This has yet to become a classic. 


-- A car bomb devastates a parking lot on "Major Crimes" (9 p.m., TNT, TV-14).


-- Finch protects his spitting image on "Person of Interest" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG).


-- A plot to wreck the economy on "The Blacklist" (10 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14).


-- Castle has a "Rear Window" moment on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


-- Activists fight for a new AIDS drug on the "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-14, check local listings) documentary "How to Survive a Plague." 


-- An all-day marathon of "Being Human" (8 a.m., Syfy, TV-14). Syfy's "Twilight Zone" marathon begins tomorrow at 9 a.m.


CULT CHOICE


A hatcheck girl (Deanna Durbin) arouses the spirits of an ailing tycoon in the 1941 comedy "It Started With Eve" (8 p.m., TCM). Durbin died on April 20.


SERIES NOTES


Lily fumes on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Two helpings of "Hollywood Game Night" (8 p.m. and 9 p.m., r, NBC, TV-PG) ... "The 2013 iHeartRadio Music Festival" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Minor celebrity on "2 Broke Girls" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Molly ignores an advance on "Mike & Molly" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Christy's needy new pal on "Mom" (9:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Steven Yeun, Eric Andre and Aparna Nancherla appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS, r) ... Sara Bareilles, April Richardson, Ian Karmel and Heather McDonald are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!, r) ... Sean "Diddy" Combs, Tisha Campbell-Martin, Shahidah Omar, Nicole Ari Parker, Cynthia Kaye McWilliams and Theo Von are booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (syndicated, r, check local listings). 


Billy Crystal, Julie Chen and ZZ Ward appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) ... Jay Leno welcomes Ellen DeGeneres, Bill Engvall and Tired Pony on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC, r) ... Ryan Seacrest, Bradley Whitford and Mac Miller appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC, r) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Mary Steenburgen and Becca Tobin on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS, r).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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