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Sports events that matter to Filipinos 

We had lunch at Mario’s on T. Morato Ave. in Quezon City with Coach Chot Reyes who heads the Sports5, the sports division, of TV5. It was a congenial meeting with one of People Asia’s of the Year talking about what sports fans should watch out for on TV5.

Reyes steered Gilas Filipinas to an astounding finish at the recent FIBA-Asian Men’s Championship that earned the team a slot at the forthcoming FIBA World Championship in Spain in August this year.

As head of the network’s sports division, Reyes is the main man in what sports fans and enthusiasts watch on the channel.

So, what will sports fans look forward to this year on Sports 5?

Winter comes to the Philippines with the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 
The Winter Olympics will have 98 medal events in seven sports and it will be the first time that it will be held in Russia. The much-awaited event will also have figure skater Michael Martinez as the first homegrown Filipino to compete in the Games. The 17-year old figure skater will be representing the Philippines, which has been absent from The Winter Olympics in the last 22 years.

Also in February, TV5 will also give highlights of Ronda Pilipinas, the biggest local cycling competition with top local and foreign cyclists going thorugh the challenging and toughest terrains in a 14-stage race that covers over 1,800 kilometers. TV5 gives daily roundup. It is also available on AksyonTV at 10 p.m. weekdays and 10:30 p.m. on weekends.

Fans will also have their appetite satiated with great basketball action via the US NCAA March Madness.

After that, the Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympics beckons. The games will also be aired from Aug. 16 to 28 from Nanjing, China. There are 222 medal events in 28 sports, including 3-on-3 basketball, taekwondo, swimming, tennis, boxing, athletics, beach volleyball and football.

Asian Games in Incheon, South Korea in September is a fitting seal to the sporting events of the year. The best Filipino athletes will be competing against the best in Asia and Sports5 will deliver highlights in basketball, boxing, volleyball, and taekwondo in the quadrennial event.

Sports5 will also continue to deliver thrilling local sports action with the PBA, UFL and NCAA, said Reyes.

“The excitement of the 39th season of the PBA is expected further grow as Asia’s first professional basketball league celebrates 40 glorious years in October,” he said.

The football mania that is UFL is expected to have another banner year in its partnership with Sports5. The oldest college league in the country is expected to get a boost as the NCAA’s 90th season airs on TV5.

All these electrifying sports events will be delivered not just on television (TV5, AksyonTV, Hyper) but also online and mobile with Sports5.ph.

Sports5 has presented the best sports action since it was launched in 2011. Last year, the team successfully brought to the Philippines and to 41 other countries the world-class coverage of the 27th FIBA Asia Championship last August 2013.

Sports5 will be bringing to you this 2014 sports that you watch and sports events that matter to you.
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A passion for sports and hosting

To be part of The Biggest Loser Pinoy Edition Doubles” is a dream come true for Matteo Guidicelli. And why not? He says, the show allows him to fuse two of his passions – hosting and sports.

“I’m very happy because I’ve wanted to host Biggest Loser since its first season. It’s connected to triathlon and sports, my passion and lifestyle,” said Matteo.

Matteo will serve as one of show’s challenge masters along with another Kapamilya star, Robi Domingo.

“To be part of the reality show is going to be a totally different experience because I’ve never done this hosting style before, ” the former car racer now triathlon athlete asserted.

“We don’t have prompters in this show. They just put you out there, so you really have to study your material. I’m excited, and at the same time very nervous.”

As a challenge master, Matteo will oversee the challenges designed for the 14 pairs of overweight contestants competing in the show for a healthy and a better life.

Matteo said he could relate to what the show’s contestants are going through, because as a triathlete, he also endures strenuous training sessions with his coach.

“My coach always motivates me and pushes me to work harder, which is what I do as well with the Biggest Loser contestants. I want them to improve and see their transformation from being overweight to being fit and healthy,” Matteo added.

Iza Calzado hosts the reality show. 14 pairs of overweight Filipinos who will live in a camp where they will undergo rigorous training conducted by challenge masters Matteo and Robi, along with coaches Jim and Toni Saret.

Each pair is expected to do everything it takes to stay in the competition and encourage each other to lose weight—a twist that will also test their relationship as relatives, work colleagues, or friends. It will also show that in having a partner, the journey to a better life will be lighter.

Martin Nievera renews record deal with PolyEast

AFTER the celebration of his three-decade career with sold-out 3D concert and chart-topping album titled 3D: Tatlong Dekada, Martin Nievera renewed his recording contract recently extending his nearly 20-year relationship with PolyEast Records. Nievera’s music journey continues after signing a five-year deal with the label on Jan. 30.

The 51-year old concert king, relentlessly innovative and one of the most celebrated music icons of his generation, first signed with PolyCosmic in 1994 with the album Roads. The album then produced the phenomenal love songs like “Forever,” “You’re My Everything,” “I’ll Be There (For You).”

Through the years, the best-selling Roads album is still available in the market and has sold thousands of copies nationwide alongside with his other 25 studio and live albums which defined two decades of creative partnership with PolyEast Records.

Nievera signed his new recording deal alongside with PolyEast Records President Ramon Chuaying, General Manager Jesmon Chua and A&R Director Chito ilagan at Relish in Tomas Morato in Quezon City.

Nievera is at work on a new studio album set for release in 2014.

Kapuso Adopt-A-Bangka Project 

GMA Regional TV and the Bantayan Island Association of Hotels, Resorts, Bars, and Restaurants Inc. launched the Kapuso Adopt-A-Bangka Project after agreeing and sining a memorandum of agreement on Jan. 18 at Henry Hotel in Cebu City.

Typhoon Yolanda left parts of the Visayas in total devastation. The Bantayan Island Association of Hotels, Resorts, Bars, and Restaurants Inc. formed the Back-To-Sea Project, which aims to reconnect the fishermen of Bantayan Island back to the sea.

The partnership formalizes the role of GMA Regional TV, specifically GMA TV Central and Eastern Visayas, as the Media and Strategic Partner of the Bantayan Back-To-Sea Project thru the Kapuso Adopt-A-Bangka campaign.

The Kapuso Adopt-A-Bangka Project is a media campaign that intends to help provide long-term livelihood opportunities to those affected by super typhoon Yolanda in Northern Cebu by rehabilitating and rebuilding their bangka through the help of various sponsors. For its first wave alone, the campaign plans to give out 100 bangka, which will consequently aid 100 affected families.

During the said signing, GMA Regional TV turned over a check amounting to P700,000 worth of proceeds from several donors to the Bantayan Back-To-Sea Project. The campaign’s official blog site www.kapusoadoptabangkaproject.blogspot.com was also launched that night. To date, a total of P1M combined donations and pledges for the Kapuso Adopt-A-Bangka Project has been collected.
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