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Mr. World Philippines search launched
T’S time for the men to stand up and be recognized.

CQ Global Quest Inc., the official Philippine licensee of Mr. World Philippines, recently teamed up with Ayala Malls in conjunction with its search for this year’s official candidate for the 2014 Mr. World pageant, to be held in Torbay, London on June 15 this year.

The partnership aims to strengthen the country’s bid in the biennial competition owned and managed by the Miss World Organization, the same governing body behind the Miss World Pageant.

In 2012, world-class Filipino athlete and model Andrew Wolff did the country proud when he won 1st Runner-Up in the 2012 Mr. World pageant held in Kent, England.  Colombia’s Francisco Escobar won the Mr. World title that year.

“The best part of winning is bringing honor and prestige to our country,” exclaims the 28-year old athlete. “We’ve done that with the Volcanoes, and it’s great to have done it again for a worthy cause. As the Mr. World organizers say, it’s all about ‘beauty with a purpose.’ It’s not just about beauty as such, or having the best abs or the prettiest face.”

Aside from the usual categories, which included Style, Sports, Talent and Extreme Sport, the 2012 Mr. World introduced a new category, Multimedia, where contestants had to earn Likes in their respective Facebook pages, and come up with an impressive multimedia presentation about a specific topic assigned to them.

Undoubtedly, the country’s participation in this year’s Mr. World competition is greatly inspired and fueled by Megan Young’s historic feat last year, when she made local beauty pageant history by winning the elusive and highly coveted Miss World crown.

Headed by Julia Morley as chairman, the Mr. World pageant is open to all men from ages 17 to 27, and attracts over 70 countries worldwide.

Still reeling from the success of last year’s Miss World pageant, CQ Global Quest chairman Cory Quirino expressed her optimism for this year’s batch of Mr. World hopefuls.

She says, “Mr. World is all about brains, brawn and personality, and I am confident that this year’s representative will keep up the Philippines’ winning streak in the global arena.

For his part, ALV Events International president Arnold Vegafria as the Chairman of Mr. World Philippines 2014 Search and Production believes that it’s only a matter of time before this prestigious global quest for exceptional males will be just as popular and trendsetting as the country’s annual beauty pageants.

He affirms, “As a country known for its beautiful women, I think that it’s only fitting that we focus the spotlight this time on our distinguished men who not only look good and carry themselves well with pride and dignity, but also uphold the traits and values that embody the resilient Filipino spirit.”

Ayala Land is a top real estate developer in the Philippines that owns several residential and commercial developments. Ayala Malls is one of its affiliates, offering exceptional shopping and leisure experiences in the communities they serve. To date, there are 12 Ayala Malls nationwide. 

Interested applicants for the 2014 Mr. World Philippines competition may check out the Mr. World website www.mrworld.tv and click on Mr. World Philippines for more details.

The TV airing for the 2014 Mr. World Philippines pageant will be announced soon.
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7 New York Fest Medals for GMA Network

GMA Network once again brought honor to the country by clinching seven world medals at the recently concluded 2014 New York Festivals International TV and  Film Awards. 

Among the Filipino awardees, the Kapuso Network went home with the most number of awards—11 in total, including four finalist certificates—and sent the biggest contingent to the recognition ceremonies held on April 8 at the 2014 NAB Show in Las Vegas.

Weekday news magazine program Tunay na Buhay led GMA Network’s esteemed list of winners with its Gold World Medal in the Community Portraits category. The winning entry “Mga Sanggol at Langaw” episode featured the sub-human conditions in the slums of Tondo, Manila where majority of the residents barely make a living out of scavenging among mountains of trash.

Meanwhile, its high regard for culture and history made the children’s show Tropang Potchi a big winner in the Children/Youth Program category, bringing home a Silver World Medal for the episode “Talaandig Tribe,” which brought forth to public consciousness the customs and traditions of the Talaandig Tribe of Bukidnon. 

GMA News TV’s Reel Time triumphed with its documentary titled “Silang Wala sa Mapa,” a story on how the B’laan indigenous people of Mindanao survived generations without modern medicine, giving the program a Silver World Medal in the Community Service Program category. Also a Peabody awardee, Reel Time has been a constant contender in the New York Festivals, winning a Silver World Medal for its “Salat” episode in 2013 and receiving Finalist Certificates for its “Lusong” and “Tira” episodes in 2012. 

The news magazine program Brigada, in turn, took home the Silver World Medal in the Community Portraits category for its “Gintong Krudo at Sipa ng Pag-asa” stories. Reporter Micaela Papa showed the story of impoverished children who swim through the filthy waters of the Navotas Fish Port to collect and sell spilled petroleum oil in “Gintong Krudo;” while Steve Dailisan’s “Sipa ng Pag-asa” told of an inspiring report on the lives of young garbage collectors in Payatas who dream to rise from poverty through football. 

News TV’s Quick Response Team won the Bronze World Medal in the Best Coverage of Breaking News category for its live on-the-ground reportage, led by anchor Jiggy Manicad, of the Zamboanga siege. 

Front Row, likewise, was presented the Bronze World Medal in the Community Portraits category for the episode “Lusong Dunong,” a story on the pupils and teachers of San Esteban Elementary School in Pampanga who hold classes in flooded rooms. 

GMA News’ advocacy campaign for a well-informed 2013 elections dubbed “Dapat Tama,” meanwhile, was given the Bronze World Medal in the Music Video Category. 

GMA News’ Jessica Soho received the Finalist Certificate for the Best News Reporter/Correspondent category for her “Photographs of Typhoon Pablo” special report aired in Kapuso Mo, Jessica Soho, which captured the pain and suffering in the wake of Typhoon Pablo.

Also awarded the Finalist Certificate were I-Witness’ “Ganito Tayo Noong Martial Law” documentary in the History and Society category; GMA News and Public Affairs’ election project Camera Juan in the Social Issues category; and GMA Program Support Department’s advocacy campaign Diploma in the Station/Image Promotion category 

Now on its 57th year of honoring programming in all lengths and forms and naming them as the world’s best in TV and films, the New York Festivals selected the winners from thousands of entries received from over 50 countries.
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