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Jay-R’s major hit

The Prince of RnB is still reeling from the unexpected success of his new single titled “Tonight.”

Since its release in June, the song made its steady ascent towards the top of the local music charts and still enjoys regular airplay over the top FM stations.

“It’s been on MYX for six weeks now,” Jay-R proudly shares. “It’s currently no. 11 on OPM MYX and no. 20 on the MYX Hit chart, it was also on Wave (89.1) for a couple of weeks. It’s been there for three months on their Top 8 at 8.”

“It’s also being played all over the radio stations, like Play FM, Energy, Magic, Barangay LS, Wow FM and RX,” he adds.

No matter how proud he may be because of the song’s success, Jay-R isn’t about to hog the limelight and take all the credit for himself. “It’s actually a collaboration between me and Mica Javier, who’s actually a Timbaland Productions artist. Timbaland is this African-American producer in the States that produces for Justin Timberlake and Missy Elliott, among others.”

“She has this whole album with Timbaland and she has these other open tracks. We wrote one of them, and we came up with ‘Tonight.’ We recorded here in my studio, and we flew to LA to record with her producers to help us tweak it a bit, and while there, we also shot the music video as well,” Jay-R continues.

“Mica’s a talented artist,” he proudly adds. “She had this song released in the States two years ago called “3,000 Light Years” which was licensed on Glee and another reality show called Dance Moms.

Jay-R and Mica also opened for Jennifer Lopez’s Manila concert last year.

Mica is just one of many talents that Jay-R has taken under his wings as record producer under his very own Homeworkz label. Also in the works is the second single of alternative band Kley, as well as Salbakuta’s new album, which will also feature Jay-R in a duet with the rap/hip-hop group.

With his sister Jing, Jay-R also wrote a song for Marie Digby, as well as “I’m The One,” which they wrote for Sam Concepcion’s album.

Still one of the regulars of GMA-7’s Sunday noontime variety show Sunday All Stars, Jay-R has recently been appointed as one of the new four-team leaders. “There’s a lot of pressure there,” he admits, “but I can deal with it. It’s what I do. It’s my passion.”

Jay-R has also been tapped as one of the celebrity endorsers of Shimmian Manila SurgiCenter, as well as the HTC brand of mobile phones. He also did a commercial for Kopiko.

“I also just finished a jingle for the number one OPM radio station in Guam called Megamixx,” Jay-R shares. “We released it in Guam three weeks ago, and because of its great success, they’re flying me and Mica there for a couple of shows there. And our single, ‘Tonight,’ is also doing well in their charts too.”

Though not as active, Jay-R’s other production team, Three Stars—comprised of good friends Billy Crawford, Kris Lawrence, Jimmy Muna and Marcus Davis—has recently finished a song for Gary Valenciano.

Jay-R also rekindled his ties with his former talent management outfit, ALV Talent Circuit, headed by Arnold Vegafria. “It’s good to be back,” he says, “After all, this has been my second family for the longest time.”
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Cinderella tickets at half the price

Visa cardholders can get 50 percent off for Cinderella tickets for Oct. 20 and 25 shows at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m.

The magical journey of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella begins on Oct. 9 at the Newport Performing Arts Theater, Resorts World Manila (RWM).

The stage adaptation features Karylle Tatlonghari and Christian Bautista. They will present their own take on Rodgers and Hammerstein’s most beloved songs like “In My Own Little Corner” and “Ten Minutes Ago,” among others.

Resorts World Manila’s Cinderella is directed by Michael Stuart Williams with set design by Andrew Botha.

Cinderella tickets may be purchased at the RWM box office located at the main casino entrance or at any Ticket World outlets.

For the complete details of the VISA promo and Cinderella schedule, visit www.rwmanila.com. For inquiries and reservations, call RWM Box office at (02) 891-9999.

Kuh Ledesma graces art exhibit

Pop diva Kuh Ledesma took a breather from her busy schedule to grace an art exhibit at the Altro Mondo Gallery in Greenbelt 5, Makati City.

The exhibit, titled Remnants, featured the work of the very talented and young artist Niccolo Jose.

“I’ve always supported young and promising artists. I love various forms of art. Niccolo’s work is very interesting because it combines art and nature,” says Kuh. “Also, aside from preserving the environment, the kind of art he does also helps promote Filipino wood, which is unique from other types of wood elsewhere in the world. It’s something that’s ours,” Kuh adds.

“I work with wood, but I don’t cut down trees,” says Niccolo. “Everything that I use is recycled wood that’s 50 to 300 years old. They’re all from old houses; mga riles ng tren, so nothing is really cut. Everything is collected.” The 26-year-old Niccolo Jose is truly in a class of his own, since he is one of only a few artists that create unique art, art pieces and furniture using found wood.

The term ‘found wood’ refers to wood that comes not from trees, but from old homes, construction sites and other sources. Niccolo got into this type of art after he returned from the US where he stayed for five years while earning credits toward a double major in Studio Art and Environmental Studies. Passionately interested in both art and the environment, he found a way to combine his two interests. Unlike other artists who work with commercially-available materials like paint, Niccolo’s art is nature-based. Over the years, he has experimented with art in various forms, weaving sculptures, creating portraits and fashioning unique pieces using materials found in nature.

During the opening of the exhibit, Kuh told Niccolo how she is also fond of using wood. Her Hacienda Isabella, now a popular venue for special events like weddings, retreats, seminars, team buildings, concerts and even as a location for some TV drama shows, has also wood as part of its architecture. Kuh personally designed and supervised the construction of Hacienda Isabella. She even discussed with Niccolo how to maintain the quality of wood over the years.
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